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Thanks to many EAC members, the 48th consecutive issue of P-W is a 
big one and a great one. There are few words which can describe it. Like 
Bill Parks once wrote me: "When you runout of superlatis/es, you can al- 
ways switch to expletives." So here it is, EACers . . . . read and enjoy! 

John Wright is back this issue with the 1817’s, and he promises to have 
the I818's ready for the next issue - so that's something to look forward to. 
Denis Loring has written an interesting epilogue to the completion of the 
PENNY WHIMSY revision. Jeffrey Cliphant's article on "Large Cent Errors, 
Defects, and Cther Irregularities" should strike your fency, and Bob Miller 
has prepared a related article on "Spoiled Cents". 

This issue offers some historical articles too: John W. Adams and Roy 
C. Pollitt have come up with two interesting themes. And we're anxious to 
hear how you like Bob Miller's Crossword Puzzle which he prepared 
especially for P-W and EAC . Walter Breen offers some information on Proof 
large cents . 

We're happy to include two new cartoon series in this issue also. Roger 
Hurlburt has come up with "Mr. Copperhead", whom he describes as a gentle- 
man who takes his hobby seriously, but is perhaps a bit slow on the uptake. 
And Tom Morley and his staff have come up with a cartoon showing what coins 
would say if they could talk. 

Del Bland gives you his ideas of grading in the Pine Tree Auction. 
There's reports on various coin shows, past and future. The section on 
"Letters to the Editors" will provide you with a lot of thoughts and ideas. 

Milt Pfeffer brings you up-to-date on the 1825-1826 half cents. 

It's a great issue! I'm sure you'll agree! P-W is growing, just like 
EAC membership. Look at the list of new members! Herb Silberman gives 
you some thoughts to ponder over too - don't forget to write him your ideas! 

Next issue is already in preparation, so get your articles, items, 
letters, and "two cents worth" in promptly. We're saving an interesting 
article on the 1 831 N-1 2s by Roger Hurlburt for tine next issue . Deadline for 
receipt of material is June 30. Next issue is set for release on July 15. Until 
then, stay well - and keep your letters coming! 

Yours in EAC, 

Warren A. Lapp, M.D., Editor 
and Publisher, as well as 

The entire staff of PENNY-WISE 
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LARGE CENT ERRORS, DEFECTS, AND OTHER IRREGULARITIES 


Jeffrey Oliphant 

Large cents were the first coins to be struck initially at the United States 
mint. Coined nearly 200 years ago, these cents were manufactured by methods 
which today seem very crude; and it is not surprising that many errors, de- 
fects, and other irregularities cropped up during their production. 

These errors, defects, and other irregularities can be classified into 
three major types, as follows: 

1 . those caused by the dies; 

2. those originating in the planchets; and 

3. those occurring during striking. 

Those defects caused by the dies generally are noted on a significant number 
of cents of the same variety. Those originating in the flans, themselves, are 
usually seen on individual coins of many varieties, although similar planchet 
characteristics are also found on cents struck at the same time from the same 
source and generally consist of several types , The errors occurring during 
striking are seen to insA>lve individual coins, except in the cases in which the 
die was continuing to produce cents after it became defective. 

ORIGINATING IN THE DIES 

The omission of a device or the addition of unintentional engraving are 
errors originating in the dies and are the result of human error. In the early 
years of large cent production, each die had to be indis/idually engraved by 
Mint personnel. Most of this work was performed by apprentices, as it was 
too time-consuming for the Mint Engraver to be producing working dies on a 
regular basis. In later years, the Mint turned to more modern tecfniques, 
employing hubs which stamped the main design into the working dies, although 
human labor still was required to administer the finer or more variable details . 
This would include punching in of the date, since a hub die generally was used 
over a period of several years. However, in those early years, the engraving 
was done almost entirely by apprentices. Considering this, it is not surprising 
that many errors resulted. 

Errors such as the inverted U, the inverted B, and the stemless 
wreaths are the results of carelessness. The occasional slip of an engraver’s 
instrument resulting in unintentional scratch marks appearing on some 
finished products is an often seen careless error. The most common mark 
of this type is the center dot found on many post— 1 81 6 cent reverses and some 
early date reverses as well. Some die errors were intentional, such as the 
accessory E on the 1 837 N-12 and the Starred Reverse of 1 794, for reasons 
unknown. The fraction 1/000, for example, could have been an apprentice’s 
comment at the time on the prevailing economic situation . 
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Defects also resulted from rust formation on die surfaces . This rust 
caused indentational markings or pitting of the diesj and when cents were 
struck, the pitted areas filled with copper, leas/ing raised, roughened areas 
on the surfaces of the newly stamped planchets. Storage vaults at the Mint, 
where the hubs and dies were stored, were in the basement. The basement 
was dark and damp; and thus, oxidation readily occurred. Similarly, when 
the Mint was forced to close down for the annual yellow fever epidemics, 
hubs and working dies were stored in the vaults of the Bank of the United 
States, where the facilities were also unsuitable. When the Mint was re~ 
opened, it was necessary to put the first available dies into production, 
regardless of their condition . Although hubs and working dies were supposed 
to be well-lubricated before being stored, even this simple rust-preventative 
was sometimes neglected . Likewise , the grade of steel used in the master 
hubs did not compare in purity to that which is used today. Consequently, it 
was more susceptible to the oxidation processes. Varieties of cents that 
were struck from rusted dies are quite numerous. Two well-known examples 
are 1798 S-157 and 1828 N-6. 

Flaws in the dies have been noted on some large cent varieties . TPie 
grade of steel used in the dies was not always of top quality; and consequently, 
impurities were often inadvertently mixed in . These impurities caused the 
dies to peel and flake, much like the planchets. (These are described in 
detail in thie next section.) The femed Comet variety of 1807 S-271 is noted 
for its obverse die flaws , The peeling and flaking of the obverse became 
progressively worse as more cents were coined. Thus, thie variety has a wide 
variation in the degree of flaw development. The principal flaw is the comet- 
like defect behind the head. 

CAUSED BY THE PLV\NCHETS 

Most planchet defects are the result of the Mint’s frequent use of impure 
copper. Quality copper was in short supply during the decade following the 
opening of the Mint. Great quantities were needed to alloy gold and silver 
coins. Some was used as the base metal for some of the Mint machinery. 

And still other supplies were needed for the preparation of cent and half cent 
planchets . 

The Mint acquired its raw copper from many different sources. It im- 
ported refined copper as well as already-prepared planchets from Europe, 
primarily England; and it even went as fer as to purchase scrap from old 
battleships and household utensils from domestic sources. When planchets 
were stamped out from this impure copper, they sometimes split or peeled, 
resulting even in some laminated flans. Likewise, those planchets obtained 
from abroad often were adversely affected by bilge water during their trans- 
Atlantic voyage . 

In general, the copper used in large cent production was of inferior 
quality compared to present day standards. Rarely were tPie flans checked or 
cleaned before being used in coinage; and this lack of care often resulted in 
"rusted" planchets. 
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Two planchet errors commonly seen are cents coined on clipped or 
wrong-sized flans. Planchets are punched from sheets of copper by a device 
quite similar to a cookie cutter. Cutting errors, or planchet clips, can result 
if the copper strip is advanced too far (or not fer enough) between blows fr'om 
the cutting mechanism. Even double or triple clips are known to exist. Clips 
which occur at the end of a strip where there is insufficient copper for a full- 
sized flan are straight clips, whereas other clips are usually concave. These 
clips appear in all positions . Large cents have also been coined from 
planchets which were not originally intended for that purpose. For example, 
the 1795 NC2, discovered in 1968, was overstruck on a Talbot, Allum & Lee 
token; and large cent flans were used at times for the manufacture of half 
cents , cis evidenced by an 1 300 half cent owned by one EAC member . 

Inasmuch as the Mint acquired raw copper from many different sources 
and prepared its own planchets in those early years , those cents struck on 
flans made from ore coming from the same supplier exhibit similar character- 
istics. Knowledge of this feet, coupled with Mint reports showing when and 
from what source copper was delivered, is useful in determining the emission 
of large cents. The Boulton planchets from England, for example, were noted 
for their superb quality. 

A good topic for a subsequent paper might be an analysis of the various 
impurities from the Mint's major suppliers. By knowing this, one could 
determine which elements cause the planchets to turn black, chocolate brown, 
or tan; to split or peel; and to become pitted or to remain pit-free . For 
instance, Walter Breen states in DIES AND COINAGE that the presence of 
tin causes flans to split. 

RESULTING DURING STRIKING 

Many errors occurred during striking, while the design was being trans- 
ferred from the dies to the blank planchets. Die cracks, rim breaks, die 
swelling, wire edges, rotated dies, clashed dies, off-center pieces, double- 
struck cents, double profiles, and brockages sometimes resulted. 

A crack or break in the surfece of the die, resulting from excessive or 
unequal pressure during striking or occurring in an improperly prepared die, 
permitted the softened copper of the planchet to be forced upward into the 
crevice as the flan was struck. This left a raised line on the newly-struck 
planchet. Die breaks are the most common irregularities found on large cents, 
and well over half of the Early Date varieties are known to have them. One 
of the most famous die break varieties is the 1793 S-14, termed the 
"Bisecting Crack" variety because of the heavy, thick ridge dividing the ob- 
verse surfece into two equal parts . 

It should be pointed out that the U.S. Mint did not consider partially 
broken dies to be sufficient reason for replacement. As a result, the cracks 
widened with continued use; and the dies were only replaced when a piece of 
the die fell out or the crack became so great as to impair identification of the 
coin. Hence, knowledge of the progression of die breaks has been very valuable 
in the study of large cents in determining the order of emission of certain 
varieties . 
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In the same femily as the die cracks are the rim breaks . Rim breaks 
are caused by the same forces that produce die breaks, and represent the 
chipping, splitting, or breaking off of a piece of the die at its edge, leaving 
a raised non-linear area at the edge of the coin. The 1 804 S-266 is one of 
the best known rim break varieties . Some breaks can be the advanced state 
of a die break, in which the cracked portion of the die falls out . An 
example of this is the S-97 of 1796. 

Another die failure frequently encountered is die swelling . Once the 
die has been engraved, it is not of uniform thickness. The die is the thinnest 
where it is engraved the deepest. Occasionally, the die would sink or cave in 
at this juncture; and consequently, the flan would be only lightly impressed at 
that point. On cents of the Draped Bust series (1796-1807), die swelling most 
often occurred at the point of the bust, because it was the most deeply en- 
graved device. The corresponding device on the reverse, viz. OF in 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, is also weak, because there was no support 
for that part of the die after the bust had caved in. A classic example of die 
swelling is the 1797 S-138. 

Wire edges are the result of the flan being struck from slightly mis- 
aligned dies . When the obverse and reverse dies meet with the flan separating 
them, the obverse die should sit squarely upon the reverse die. If it does not, 
then the dies are not perfectly aligned in the direction perpendicular to the 
striking movement. This misalignment leaves a very thin space around the 
inner edge of the die collar, at which point the planchet receives no pressure 
from the die during striking. With pressure being exerted on the rest of the 
softened planchet, copper is forced into this space, thus producing a wire edge. 

A second form of die misalignment caused a different error. When the 
obverse and reverse dies meet with the flan between them, they should be 
parallel to one another . If they were not in parallel planes , then the side of 
the planchet where the dies were closest wais struck with greater force and 
the other side was struck with a weaker than normal pressure . By "sides of 
a coin", I am referring to right and left, top and bottom, etc. , and not to the 
obverse and reverse. The "Shielded Hair" varieties of 1794, S— 64 and S— 65, 
are famous examples of this error . 

A third form of die misalignment is termed "rotated dies". Dies often 
became loose in their collars and were thus free to rotate . The loose die 
could rotate to any position, and cents of the same variety are often found with 
varying degrees of die rotation . The prime example of this error is the 1 807 
S-276. Although either die can rotate, the degree of rotation is based on the 
position of the reverse impression in relation to the true perpendicular of the 
obverse strike . Rotated dies have a second cause: the operator of the coin 
press placed the dies in their collars in a position other than that where the 
true perpendicular of both obverse and reverse are aligned, and one side is 
upside down when rotated along the perpendiculars . Thus, the misalignment 
occurred at the beginning, versus the first way in which the dies were initially 
in correct positions. With this second type of error, all of the coins of the 
same variety are found with the same degree of rotation, as opposed to the 
first in which the rotation varies . An example of this second error is the 
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1804 S-266. 


When the obverse and reverse dies came together without a flan to 
separate them , the design from one die often transferred itself to the othier . 
This part of the design then appears on the newly-struck cent in incuse and 
obliterates the intended design . These irregularities are known as "clash 
marks", being caused by thie clashing of the dies. They are also known as 
"suction marks" and are noted on many Early Date varieties. The famed 
"Unicorn" variety of 1803, the S-245, resulted from the transfer of part of 
the wreath to Miss Liberty’s forehead. 

When a blank planchet was not placed entirely within its collar, an 
off-center cent was produced when the dies struck. Off-center cents are not 
perfectly round, because the part of the softened flan within the collar ex- 
panded under the pressure of the dies into the portion of the remaining area 
within the collar. Off-center coins are found in varying degrees and 
positions, and they are collected according to these differences by some 
collectors . 

A double-struck large cent was caused by failure of a planchet to leave 
the collar after it had received its initial impression, and therefore was 
struck a second time . Occasionally, a flan was not placed entirely within 
the collar; and when the dies stamped it, the cent flipped over and fell back 
into the collar where it was struck again. Thus, there appears both an 
obverse and a reverse on both sides of the coin, with one set being off-center. 
On most double-struck cents, the second impression is much stronger than 
the first, because it obliterated some of the earlier impression as it was 
struck. Even in the most common case where the planchet was not flipped, 
the two impressions are clearly separated most of the time. Triple strikes, 
both flipped and non-flipped, are also known. 

Double profiles are most numerous on Late Date varieties although they 
are known on a limited number of pre-1 814 cents. Double profiles are the 
result of the upper (obverse) die striking the softened copper planchet twice. 
The second blow was merely a rebounding of the die; aind, accordingly, it 
lacked the force of the original normal strike . This represents the difference 
between a double profile coin and a double-struck one; in the latter case, the 
second blow was equal to a normal strike. With double profiles, usually 
only the center of the die was impressed into the flan the second time. Miss 
Liberty, being the device in the center of the obverse die, is most often seen 
doubled, although the stars, date, LIBERTY, and even the reverse have 
been discovered doubled. There are literally thousands of double profiles. 
However, only those in which the obverse die was slightly loose in its collar 
and which shifted slightly after the initial impact are visible. Triple profiles, 
in which the die rebounded twice, are not uncommon. 

When a large cent feiled to leave the collar after receiving its impression 
and a second flan entered, a brockage would result. A brockage consists of an 
obverse appearing normally on one side and incuse on the other side, or the 
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reverse design appearing similarly. The side of the Flan which appears 
normal received its impression from the corresponding die in the usual 
manner. But, because the first coin remained in the collar, the second flan 
(the brockage) could not receive the other die's impression. However, the 
die’s force was transferred to that first coin, which itself acts as a die and 
produces the impression it had received earlier in incuse on the brockage. 
Therefore , the brockage received the impression from the coin stuck in the 
collar. That stuck coin thus received two blows from the one die, and is 
double-struck on the one side in which the second flan was not adjacent to it. 
One of the most famous examples of this error is the Downing-Ruby-Superior 
coin, the 1795 S-79. 


acknowledgment 
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NOTICE OF REGIONAL MEETING 

Oyez! Oyez! Take note and be duly warned! There is hereby called 
an EAC subregional/interregional meeting for members resident in the states 
of Connecticut, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Vermont, New York, and such 
other of the sovereign states of this great nation as may be moved to attend. 

The place: The home of Chuck Funk, in East Granby, Connecticut. 

The time: The evening of Saturday, June 7 - and as far into the 

morning of June 8 as the attendants may so move. 

How to find it: East Granby is slightly west of the mid-point of a line 

joining Hartford, Conn, and Springfield, Mass. On a macro-scale, it is 
very closely at the center of a 100-mile (radius) circle, on the circumference 
of which lie Boston, Fall River, New York City, Albany, and Bellows Falls, 
Vermont. Excellent highways, mostly of the interstate system, connect it to 
all these points. However, it is only minutes from the Hartford-Springfield 
(Bradley International) airport. 

For more precise directions, write to Chuck at P.O. Box 56, East 
Granby, Conn. , 06026, or phone him at (203) 653—2950 on evenings or weekends. 

Bring with you: Show & Tell; Swaps & Sales; photos; etc. - anything 
you’d like to share with fellow members . A slide projector (Kodak Carousel) 
will be available . 

Y’all come! Ya hear? 
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"SPOILED" CENTS 


Bob Miller 

"Spoiled" cents, as early Mint employees referred to them, were cents 
other than perfect ones . We now refer to them as Mint errors or mis-struck 
cents. In the past two years, collectors have been offered many large cent 
errors through various dealers and major auctions . Until the recent Pine 
Tree Auction sale, most large cent errors were offered as "rare" or "very 
rare". Such terms are misleading, to say the least. 

According to early Mint reports, there were over 430 pounds of spoiled 
cents used in the minting of half cents. By estimation, that would be close to 
40,000 cents or parts thereof. This figure represents only the use of spoiled 
cents, dated 1795 to 1802; and helps to show the degree of carelessness which 
prevailed at the Mint in the production of our early coinage . One can only 
guess what the figures were for those dates after 1802, since there was no 
need for spoiled cents to be used in making half cent planchets . 

Recently, with the help of other EAC members and dealers, I compiled 
a list of over 200 error large cents, dated from 1793 through 1814. Included 
in this listing were double and triple strikes, flip-over strikes, massive or 
multiple clips, and cents 15 per cent or more off-center. Jeff Peck supplied 
me with a list of error cents from otherwise una\/eiilable auction catalogues, 
along with copies of the plates from these catalogues. Using all the material 
which I had collected, I made up the following rarity table: 


DATE 

DOUBLE STRIKE 

OFF-CENTER 

FREAKS 

1 793 

Un known 

R7 

R7 

1794 

R6 

R7 

R4 

1795 

R4 

R5 

R5 Edge 

1 796 

R5 

R5 

R7 defects 

1 797 

R4 

R5 

R4 

1 798 

R4 

R4 

R6 

1 799 

R8* 

R8* 

— 

1 800 

R5 

R6 


1 801 

R7 

R6 


1 802 

R7 

R7 


1803 

R7 

R8* 

R7** 

1 804 

Unknown 

Unknown 


1805 

Unknown 

R7 


1 806 

Unknown 

R8 


1 807 

R7 

R7 


1808 

R8 

R8 


1809 

Unknown 

R7 


1 810 

R7 

R7 


1 81 1 

R8 

R7 

( * = reported but not 

1812 

Unknown 

R7 

confirmed . 

1813 

R6 

R6 

** = double-struck. 

1 814 

R5 

R6 

reverse only.) 


In the above, R8 = unique; R7 = 2-4 known; R6 = 5-8 known; R5 = 9-15 known; 
and R4 = 1 6-25 known . 
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In the series collected, bnockages and clips seemed to occur at random, 
with no particular year hasAng an outstanding quantity. 

The commonest major year for errors was 1795, with the most common 
error variety being the S-78. Other varieties with more than three errors 
reported for each variety were; S-22, S-67, S-82, S-139, S-140, S-145, 
S-149, S-281 , S-292, S-294, and S-295. 

Pricing the error cents can be fun also. There is a double-struck 1795, 
grading only G-VG, advertised in a recent issue of COIN WORLD for $495. 

A similar example brought $160. in the Bolt sale. I personally feel that an 
error cent should be priced only as a scarce coin, not as a rare coin. 

There is a price structure of sorts on off-center cents too . This amounts 
to book price plus $1 .50 for each per cent off center. Hence, a $50. coin 
which is 1 0 per cent off-center would bring about $65. at auction. Of course, 
tiiere are exceptions; but this is a close estimate. 

Double strikes usually bring between $100, and $200., depending on 
scarcity. Clips are common, and many times fake. Brockage pieces usually 
bring less than $100. These, too, can be faked. A true brockage piece should 
weigh the same as a perfect cent. Blank planchets are fairly common and 
usually sell for about $20. 

Since this whole subject is an unexplored area, I would welcome letters 
from other EAC members regarding their comments and experience. 

***j|C!(CJ|C!|t***!(!** 

new members 


487 Stephen L. Kopolow, 37-02 Fun Run Drive, Plainsboro, NJ 08536 

488 Judith Kowalski, 20 Barbara Lee Drive, Trenton, NJ 08619 

489 Kenneth D. Pines, 917 W. Nolcrest Drive, Silver Spring, MD 20903 

490 Gerald M. McClatcher, 5324 Seneca, Detroit, MI 48213 

491 Edward G. Kowalczyk, P.O. Box 161, Rosedale, NY 11422 

492 Dennis Rynes, 1711 Rondo, S.E., Grand Rapids, MI 49508 

493 Jack Greenberg, 357 Metzgar Street, Half Moon Bay, CA 94019 

494 Howard Gursky, 82-42 - 168th Street, Jamaica, NY 11432 

495 HarryJ. Stewart, 1 1 3 Elmwood Ave . , East Orange, NJ 07018 

496 Bernard N. Charles, P.O. Box 213, Stow, MA 01775 

497 Malcolm E. Katt, 1002 Ditmas Ave., Apt. 1A, Brooklyn, NY 11218 

498 James L. Cooper, 585 Virginia, Plymouth, MI 48170 

499 A1 Lyman, Sr., 5034 N. Garfield, Kansas City, MO 64118 

500 Gerald K. McGinty, 702 Cardigan Ct . , Greensboro, NO 27410 

501 Frederick F. Lowndes, 887 Alderbrook Lane, San Jose, CA 95129 

Arnold G. Miller, P.O. Box 643, Wilton, CT 06897 

Edmond A . Kucia, P.O. Box 503, Willoughby, OH 44094 

Ralph Pfau, c/o Pace, 116 Nassau Street, New York, NY 10038 


-111 


THANK YOU, MR. COGAN 


John W . Adams 

For most numismatists, the discovery of large cents leads to a life 
sentence. Since reprieves are R7 at best, the ranks of the hobby have con- 
tinued to swell. Considering the popularity of the big coppers today, it is only 
natural to ask how it all began. Oddly enough, there is an unequivocal answer 
to the question . 

Born in England in 1803, Edward Cogan moved to Camden, New Jersey 
in 1853. He became a sort of vest pocket dealer in coins in the Philadelphia 
area, his interest in numismatics having been spawned by the challenge of 
finding an 1815 cent. Whereas the 1815 cent eluded him, Cogan was success- 
ful in finding almost everything else; and he soon memaged to assemble a 
complete set of high grade cents, by date, for a wealthy friend. This task 
completed, the friend tired of his prize and instructed Cogan to sell the cents, 
keeping the profits, if any, for himself. 

Initially, Cogan felt disposed to hang onto his creation. However, other 
local collectors pressed him with "extravagant bids" for specific rarities, so 
that it was finally agreed to conduct an auction . And a rather extraordinary 
auction it was. No catalogues were prepared, as the contents of the collection 
from a 1 791 Washington cent to 1 857 - were common knowledge . Bids were 
received in sealed envelopes from nineteen collectors; and, on the appointed 
day of November 1 , 1858, the bids were opened in the presence of all con- 
cerned . 

The prices realized were astonishing - $28.60 for a 1792 Washington 
cent, $12.60 for the 1793 Chain cent, $7.25 for the 1793 Liberty Cap, and 
$7. for the 1 799, to name just a few. The total of seventy-seven lots fetched 
$128.68, a sufficient premium over face value to evoke considerable 
journalistic interest. In Cogan’s words, "Up to the time of publication of this 
sale in our Philadelphia papers, I had but a limited correspondence outside 
this state; but, within a few days after this appeared, I had scarcely time to 
answer the numerous inquiries respecting the price of coins or to execute the 
orders I receis/ed daily from all parts of the Northern States". 

And so large cent collecting made its formal debut . There are many 
people who have helped to nurture it along, and a few who have raised it to 
a near science. However, devotee or scientist, the father of them all is 
Edward Cogan! 

(Editor’s note: Strangely enough, I received this article from John Adams 
on Saturday, April 1 2; and in the same mail delivery was my copy of COIN 
WORLD for April 16, which carried an article (p. 94) on the same subject. 

COIN WORLD reported that 16-year-old coin collector, Michael 
Rothberg of Elmont, New York, had been thumbing through a copy of Littell's 
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LIVING AGE, a magazine published on April 30, 1859, and came across an 
article titled "Extraordinary Sale of United States Cents". The article 
stated that "The private collection of United States cents belonging to Mr. 
Edward Cogan, coin dealer of 48 N . 10th Street, was disposed of on Monday 
evening last, among his private friends and the coin collectors generally". 

It is reported also in CW that the article went on to list the prices realized 
for many of the cents, including a 1791 Washington cent, in Fine, a large 
eagle, $10.; an extremely rare die of the 1 792 Washington cent, $28.60; a 
1793 ring of link cent (sic), $12.60; a 1793 Wreath cent, VF , $5.13; 

1794, remarkably Fine, $4.05; 1795, thick die. Fine, $2.50; 1795, thin 
die. Fine, $1 .50; 1798, quite perfect, $2.50; 1802, VF, $1 .65; 1803, VF, 
$1 .25; 1804, VF, $5.50; 1809, Extremely Fine, $3.; 1839, very perfect 
(termed bull head) , $4 . ; etc . 

The difference in the two sale dates as reported by John Adams and 
as stated in the CW article is inexplicable . We checked with John and he 
assured us that the date he has listed is the correct one.) 


LARGE CENT COLLECTOR FOUND ALIVE AND WELL 
IN CAPE KENNEDY AREA 

T om Morley 

Much to my delight and surprise, I discovered a sleeper - right here 
in the Space Center area - a real live, one-of-a-kind, big cent man! 

His name is Joe Stuller. He*s been collecting large cents for many, 
many years. In fact, the man who introduced him to the bad habit was none 
other than the late Tom Warfield. Joe is from the upper Eastern Seaboard 
area, and has re-located down here. He was totally unaware of the EAC 
Club and its activities. He will definitely join. 

We got together through the mutual acquaintance of a local coin dealer, 
Jim Williams of Island Coin and Stamps of Merritt Island. Joe came over 
to see me last week, and we showed each other our treasures. I must say 
that I was impressed with his varieties from 1793 to 1857. He had many 
well-known auction pieces and many personal ex Tom Warfield pieces. I 
gave him the last issue of PENNY-WISE, and he let me use some of his large 
cent literature . 

This area is not as blessed with large cent buffs as are the other 
localities (except John Wright's and Darwin Palmer’s areas); and it sure is 
nice to have another one in the fold down here! So, C. F. Gordon, Tom Wolf, 
and a handful of others, we've got company! ! ! 

!(:************ 
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WE NEARLY LOST "MISS LIBERTY" 


Roy C . PoUitt 

We often tend to accept for granted the beauty of Miss Liberty on the 
early half cents and large cents of our country’s initial coinage . Some of us 
may even be aware of the criticism hurled at the 1793 ClTain cents, with their 
representation of Miss Liberty as a "wild (Indian) squaw with the heebie 
jeebies". But do we really know how close we came to losing our beautiful 
"Liberty" coppers? 

In Philadelphia, the capital of the United States at the time, the U. S. 
House of Representatives met in Congress Hall on March 24-26, 1792, to 
debate the bill establishing the first U. S. Mint and its future coinage. 

Representative John Page of Virginia, who supported "Miss Liberty", 
said that "it had been a practice in Monarchies to exhibit the figures or heads 

of their Kings upon their coins I am certain it will be more agreeable 

to the citizens of the United States to see the htead of Liberty on their coin, 
than the heads of Presidents . However well pleased they might be with the 
head of the great man now their President (Washington), they may have no 
great reason to be pleased with some of his successors " . 

Representative Samuel Livermore of New Hampshire disagreed, how- 
ever. "What is this Liberty which some appear to be so fond of?", he 

asked. " Some may think a bear broke loose from his chain - a fit 

emblem of Liberty; others may devise a different emblem If any idea 

of an emblem is necessary, it might be applied to the head of the President 
of the United States." 

On March 26, 1792, the House rejected by a vote of 32 to 24 the placing 
of a President's portrait on the soon -to-be -coined coppers. Perhaps, if nine 
men had reasoned differently at the time, the Washington 25-cent piece would 
have made its debut 136 years earlier. 

Let us be grateful to those nine men! 

REFERENCE 

Annals of the Congress of the United States (2nd Congress). Gales and 

Seaton: Washington, D.C. 1849 


ROD BURRESS 9743 Leacrest Cincinnati, Ohio 45215 

For Sale or Trade: Complete sets of PENNY-WISE by photocopy. 
Proportionate prices for partial sets or single issues. Will accept large 
cents in trade . Write for details . 

***********=!:* 
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A NUMISMATIC CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
Bob Miller 



This is a puzzle for all to enjoy working. EAO members should have 
no problem in solving it. All that any one needs is knowledge of copper coins 
a copy or two of P-W, and PENNY WHIMSY. Most EAO members probably 
should be able to do this from memory. Good luck! 

For those who have trouble, the answer will appear in the next issue of 

P-W. 
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HORIZONTAL 


VERTICAL 


2. Type of countenfeit 

1 . Libenty’s hat 

4. Betten than avenage 

2. What you belong to 

7. Nat'l coin club 

3. S-1 , S-2, S-3, S-4 

10. Jeff of Philadelphia 

5 . Not twice 

11 . cheek (S-24) 

6 . T ype of 4 

13. Off-centen (abbn.) 

8. H.R. 

14. Smallest of the 48 

9 . Copy machine 

15. T ails 

1 2 . Face of hand 

1 6. The top 6 L/Cs 

13. 1 807/6 

18. Mn. Tennanova 

16. Gnasso is Gov. 

19. Mn. Dnaisnen 

1 7. Site of 1 974 Mini-Convention 

20. Spanish coins 

21 . And so on 

22. CnackonS-14 

23. Henb 

24. Bid sale 

25 . 1 81 6-1 839 type 

28. You can’t vote hene 

26. Coin collecton’s hobby 

32. Spoiled cent 

27. Not B.C. 

34. Obv. legend 

29. C of C-N 

35. Abbn. fon Penna. 

30. S-28 by Manis 

36. Tnuman lived hene 

31 . Incuse coin 

38. Isn’t this fun? 

33. Of blanket fame 

39. Honn on 9 of S-148 

35 . Addendum to a letten 

41 . Auctoni 

37 . Authon of cent monognaph 

42. the beautiful 

40 . Only one of kind 

43. Noted ennon collecton 

44. All L/Cs ane 

45. Hand cash 

46. It glittens (Sp.) 

47. Colon of vendignis 


48. Editon's nickname 


49. Heads 


50. Don’t miss the next 



SPECIAL OFFER TO EAC MEMBERS 

Oven the yeans we have been fniends with many if not most EAC club 
membens . Penhaps you ane alneady acquainted with oun ”Rane Coin Review" 
(issued se venal times a yean), oun "Special Coin Letten" (issued about ten 
times a yean), and the auction catalogues pnoduced by oun division, the 
Amenican Auction Association, Inc. If not, we would like to make this special 
offen to you; We will send you without change on obligation of any kind oun 
latest lange illustnated catalogue. Each issue contains many diffenent United 
States colonial coins, half cents, lange cents, and othen intenesting pieces. 

To neceive youn copy simply wnite "Send me a fnee copy of youn latest 
catalogue pen youn special EAC offen " on a note on postcand and sent it to us. 
Youn catalogue will be sent by netunn mail! 

We ane always intenested in the acquisition, eithen fon punchase on fon 
sale at auction, of choice and desinable eanly United States coins. When you 
think of selling youn collection considen us . 

Bowens and Ruddy Gallenies, Inc.; 6922 Hollywood Blvd., Hollywood, CA 90028 
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NUMISMATIC ETIQUETTE AND COURTESY 
WarrenA. Lapp, M.D. 

Coin collectors, as a group, are probably the world’s nnost amiable 
people . They are pleasant and gracious in their manner; they are considei 
ate of other collectors who may be less knowledgable than themselves; and 
they always seem ready and willing to help novices whenever the occasion 
arises. They are trusting souls, never hesitating to hand over a valuable or 
expensive piece to any one showing a special interest in seeing it. Although 
they don’t hesitate to bargain with a dealer for what they may consider to be 
a fair price, they are also willing to lay the cash on the line when they find 
a particular specimen needed to fill a void in their collection or if the piece 
happens to strike their fancy. 

Collectors of the early American coppers - the Colonials, the half 
cents, and the large cents - possess all of these qualities and a few more. 
They are people of refinement who appreciate the science of numismatics as 
a fine art, and they possess a profound respect for the finer things in life. 
Most are knowledgable of the various varieties, and many are well-informed 
as to the coins' histories and pedigrees. They are especially friendly and out- 
going in every way. They take easily to calling each other by first name, 
even when their acquaintance has been of short duration or may have been 
limited entirely to occasional personal correspondence . They regard their 
word as their bond, and it is accepted as such and is thoroughly trustworthy. 
They are truly a great group of people, and they seem to take a special pride 
in belonging to this particular segment of numismatics. 

Nevertheless, there are certain obligations which every one is expected 
to observe; and I call these to your attention, merely for your information and 
for comparison with your own personal code of etiquette and courtesy: 

1 . Handle a copper coin carefully, and always do so by grasping its edges, 
using all your fingers to hold it. Palming a coin, or holding a portion of its 
surfaces between your thumb and forefinger, can cause perspiration and 
finger-prints to be transferred to the coin, which can produce untoward 
chemical changes in the coin’s surfaces, might even hasten a coin’s corrosive 
processes . 

2. While handling the coin, hold your other hand beneath it so that you can 
catch it without damage if it should fall from your grasp. Coins have a unique 
quality of slipping through one’s fingers, and a valuable piece can be badly 
damaged by an accidental fell. In some instances the grading of a coin could 
be lowered by one or more grades. According to Walter Breen, Charles 
Wormser had just the proper retort for such an occasion - he would loudly 
exclaim: "Was uncirculated! ’’ Of course, if you examine the coin a few 

inches above a table covered with a soft pad or in a room with thick carpeting, 
you may be spared any possible embarrassment if you are the perpetrator of 
such an accident. 
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3. When a coin is encased in an album on holder, don't remove it unless told 
by the owner that you may do so. Some collectors prefer to insure their 
coin's safety against possible accident or contamination. Repeated handling 
of a coin does nothing to preserve its surfaces, especially those in the higher 
grades . 

4. Don't be so bold as to ask how much the owner paid for the coin. He'll 
advance such information if he wants you to know. 

5. Don't try to approve the appearance of another collector's coin by washing 
or brushing it, or by applying a cleaning solvent, wax, or CARE to its surfaces. 
You might lose a good friend if you do so, especially if you should cause damage 
or injury to the coin's surface or patina. 

6. In your eagerness to examine a coin, don't snatch it out of another's 
fingers before he is through looking at it. Over— enthusiasm , keen interest, 

and eagerness are traits often exaggerated in coin collectors, but these qualities 
should be sufficiently curbed so as not to be offensive to others . 

7. If there are other coins to be shown, return each piece to its owner before 
examining another. Many collectors like to keep their coins in envelopes, 
which can become mixed up if each coin is not replaced immediately; and, of 
course, a coin could be lost or misplaced if the viewing is done in a public 
place . 

8. If you have occasion to send coins through the mail to another collector 
for his opinion as to type, grade, attribution, etc., be sure to insure them 
for their proper value and to give explicit instructions as to how they are to 
be returned to you. And the sender should include sufficient postage in the 
pachage for return of the coins by insured mail. EACer Jim Johnson made 
the suggestion in his COIN WORLD column that no more than three coins 
should be sent to an individual at any one time; and it probably would be wise 
to check with your correspondent before time as to whether or not he would 
be willing to accept your coins for the purpose you have intended. After all, 
your correspondent may be on an extended vacation at the time, or moved 
away from the address which you have on file, might even be deceased. And 
you should acknowledge receipt of the coins when they are returned, along with 
a thank you note if the correspondent has performed a service for you, 

9. Don't ever belittle another collector's holdings! In comparison with your 
own, his collection may be sorry indeed, but don't share such an opinion with 
him . 


10. If you are bidding by mail for coins at auction, don't bid for more than 
you can safely afford. It could happen, you know, that you were the high 
bidder on all the lots on which you sent in a bid. 

11 . Unless you have been a regular customer of a particular dealer, don't 
expect him to send you one or more coins on consignment, merely upon your 
request, even after submitting proper references. A coin dealer is in 
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business primarily to sell coins, and he might receive one or more confirmed 
"buy" orders for the same piece while it is in your possession. Even if you 
are a good customer of that dealer, don’t ask to see a coin on consignment 
unless you are reasonably sure that you intend to purchase it. 

12. If you buy a coin through the mail sight unseen, either from a fixed 
price list or at mail auction, you generally have the option to return the coin 
within a pre-set time limit, (1) if the coin has been improperly attributed; 

(2) if it is grossly over-graded, or (3) if it has been mis-represented in its 
description in any way such as discoloration, flaws, or damage to its surfaces. 
But always be sure, before you make the purchase, what the return privileges 
are and make sure that you return the coin within the allotted time period. 

13. If you see a coin ads/ertised - one in which you are interested , and the 
investment warrants it - a telephone call to the dealer will insure you of its 
availability, may give you the opportunity to obtain additional information as 
to its quality and appearance, and will reserve the coin for you until you can 
forward your check. 

14. If you see a coin advertised at a ridiculously low price, don’t expect 
miracles. Cherry-picking is rarely accomplished by mail. You get only what 
you pay for - sometimes less, but rarely more! And if you know in advance 
that that dealer tends to over-grade or to m is -attribute , expect the worst. 
Remember the old warning: caveat emptor - let the buyer beware! 

1 5 . One is advised to know his dealer before he makes a mail purchase . 
PENNY-WISE has reported several instances in the past, where coat-pocket 
dealers have cashed checks or money orders but failed to send the coins 
ordered; others have sent over— graded or mis— attributed coins, then refused 
to refund the purchase price after the coins were returned. Of course, an 
established dealer who advertises in national publications regularly, or fellow 
EAC members who sell through the pages of P-W, are excepted from the above. 

16. If you are personally attending a coin auction, refrain from entering into 
collusion with other bidders — i.e. , don’t make any arrangements amongst 
yourselves as to which coins each will bid on while the others lay off, there- 
by hoping to obtain the coins at bargain prices . Auctions call for competitive 
bidding amongst those present. Abide by this rule, and take your chances. 

Perhaps there are other rules of etiquette or courtesy which have been 
overlooked. I would welcome your comments or additions. 

^:-^:it:ilf********* 


John Wright who previewed and edited the above article, noted that 
everything can be summed up by two verses from the New Testament: 
Matthew 7; 1 2 and Luke 6: 31 . Interested? Them look them up! 
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The following article represents the second in the series in the current 
revision of Newcomb’s UNITED STATES COPPER CENTS 1 81 6—1 857 . 
Subsequent articles for each mintage year will be carried in future issues of 
PENNY-WISE. 

Special Notice from the Editor; In response to numerous requests from 
various EAC members who wish to keep separate from their regular copies 
of PENNY-WISE the section on the Newcomb revision, reprints of pages 
1 20 to 1 38 are being made available and can be obtained from 

John D . Wright 
1468 Timberland Drive 
St. Joseph, MI 49085 

The charge for each set of reprints is $ .75 postpaid. Checks should be made 
payable to Early American Coppers , Inc . and forwarded to John D . Wright 
at the above address . 

Future sections of the revision will be made available in a similar 
fashion as soon as they become available through P-W. 


THE CENTS OF 1817 
John D . Wright 

For large cents, the year 1817 is commonly called "the 1794 of the 
Late Dates", due to the large number of varieties and the magnitude of their 
naked-eye differences. Such a large number of cent varieties for a single 
year had not been seen since 1 803; and would not be surpassed until 1 846, 
or even equalled until 1835. Thirteen obverse and twelve reverse dies were 
paired to produce 3,948,400 specimens of seventeen varieties of 1 81 7 cents. 
Possibly some of those bearing the 1 81 7 date may even have been struck in 
1818, as this practice was not uncommon then. 

When bought as unattributed coins , a low-grade set of 1 81 7 cents can 
usually be completed in from two to four years. A Mint State set, while 
attainable, is a difficult goal. Obviously, attributed purchases would decrease 
both the time and the challenge. Only one 1817 cent variety might truly be 
classed as 'rare', and even that one is not excessively so. The date- 
collector will find 1817 an easy acquisition even in Mint State, as the year was 
represented in quantity in the Randall Hoard. 

The first unquestioned United States proof coins were produced this 
year, doubtless as crowning examples of output from the new steam presses. 
One variety of half dollar and two of large cents are known in proof for this 
year, representing a mere handful of coins. Breen's discussion of proofs in 
his unpublished 1817 manuscript covers this topic more eloquently than I could. 
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so his duscussion appears as a separate topic elsewhere in this issue . 

Cents and half dollars were the only denominations struck in 1 81 7 , and 
dies for both denominations were produced from the same set of numeral 
punches. This punch set only was in use from 1812 to 1819, At least the 6, 

7, and 8 punches differ from those before or after this period. The I of 
UNITED has a broken right foot on all but the first two 1817 cent reverses. 
This is hand-patched, with varying degrees of success, on the other ten 
reverses of the year. 

The following arrangement of the 1817 varieties represents a recon- 
struction of what to me is the most likely emission sequence. Evidence of 
die similarities and styles of letter, numeral, and head puncheons has/e been 
used to augment the more reliable evidence of die chains and die state where 
necessary. In a few instances, I have had to resort to arbitrary choices in 
the complete absence of evidence . Fortunately, this latter group remains 
small until the I830’s, 

The first 1817 cent is reverse die-linked to the last 1816 cent. The 
last 1817 cent is a muling of two worn-out dies, possibly dating from 1818. 
Between is best-guess speculation. Several logical die chains of this year 
are disproven by study of the die states of the varieties involved - apparently, 
’temporary retirement’ of dies was a common practice during this period. 

In these cases, I’ve tried to keep the ’retirement’ period fairly minimcl, 
while acquiescing to the more reliable evidence of die state progressions . 

Much of the following series follows the Andrews-Newcomb sequence, 
primarily due to the logic originally built into the listing by Frank Andrews 
in 1881 . Other parts follow Walter Breen’s proposed listing, as his arguments 
are sound and his reasoning valid. Finally, I take the responsibility for de- 
parting from Breen’s listing in several places where the evidence of the coins 
themselves fail to support his proposals . Possibly some parts of this listing 
may be disproven in the future, but it’s the best arrangement possible with 
the information currently available . 
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Cent 1 701 


Very close date with pointed 1 ’s 


N-2 (2-8) 


Leaf under C nearly to A 


Obverse 1 ; Stars 8, 9 point between dentils. Date extremely close with 8 
high. Second 1 has a dentil entered under it. A doubled dentil 
appears between stars 6, 7. Fourth star is recut at inner and 
outer points; sixth star is right of coronet tip. Left edge of 
lower curl ends between 17. LIBERTY has no line under ER, 

E recut to the right, and I recut above; small center dot before 
ear. 

Reverse A; Key leaves point C-NR-NR-R, the leaf-position under C being 

diagnostic. All those I’ve seen have a near-radial crack through 
the first S of STATES, which is also diagnostic. I of UNITED 
lower than N, and E of STATES slightly high. Medium-sized 
center dot. 


Striking variations ; Both sides are usually well-centered and evenly struck. 

Die-rotation floats up to 45° either way. Early pieces have 
sharp dentilation, but this gradually fades and a light crack 
develops from point of bust to rim below star 1 . The light 
cracks atop ST and OF (see 1609) remain light, but the radial 
crack through S progresses to top of O in ONE and a northeast/ 
southwest bisecting crack develops, passing directly through the 
center dot. 


Discussion ; R4-, scarce and popular. 65-65-60-60-60-60. Two more 60- 
coins are known, possibly three. At least four AU and eight XF 
pieces have been seen . Oent 1 701 is popular in its bisected state 
and occasionally commands up to a 50 per cent premium thus, 
though usually in the 20-30 per cent range . 


Cent 1 702 


Fifteen stars, blunt 1 ’s 


N-16 (16-A) 


Doubled dentil just left of K6 

Obverse 2 ; Fifteen stars, blunt 1 's in date, triangle behind ear. Any one of 
these features is diagnostic. The last two stars are the only ones 
to point between dentils . Date is very close , with left edge of 
lowest curl between 17. There is no line under ER of LIBERTY. 


Reverse B ; Key leaves point SPC-R-SPC-SPC . A doubled dentil is just left 
of bottom center. O in OF and T in CENT are low. Medium- 
sized center dot. 
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striking variations: The triangle-break behind the ear is constant on all 

seen . Reverse comes without and with a small rim break above 



and to the right of A in AMERICA. Finally, a small rim break 
develops between stars 6, 7. Reverse is almost always slightly 
ofF-center to the right, and is always seen deeply struck at left 
and less so at right. Blunt strikes are usual for this variety. 

Discussion: 

R1+, common in all grades. 65-65-65-65-60-60. At least two 
dozen MS examples survive, as well as many more which claim 
to be but aren't. The 15-star is a perennial favorite among 
specialists and non-specialists alike, being one of the few 
varieties that screams its identity from arm's length. It is for- 
tunate that this one-variety type-coin is so common; otherwise, 
more of us would have to do without one of the most interesting 
varieties of the series. Speculation on the origin and significance 
of the 1 5 -star die has been with us for years, but lack of sp>ecific 
contemporary records has forced the speculation to remain 
exactly that . This is the only 1 5-starred U . S . coin after the 
1790's, and the only blunt-1 cent die between 1801 and 1830. 

Cent 1 703 

Open mouth 

N-1 (1-A) 

Doubled dentil just left of K6 

Obverse 1 : 

Same die as cent 1701 , now lapped. 

Reverse B: 

Same die as cent 1702, same or later state. 


Striking variations : Obverse is evenly struck, usually a trifle off-center to 
the left. Reverse is struck as on cent 1702 - deeply at left. 


Discussion: 

slightly off-center to the right. The obverse is now lapped, 
with relief lower, lowest curl almost disjointed, lips apart, 
dentilation gone. The crack from tip of bust becomes stronger, 
and another develops from tip of coronet to rim between stars 

5, 6. 

R4+, second scarcest variety of the year. 60-60-50-50-50-50. 
Another AU or two are known, nearly a dozen XF's, and well 
over a dozen VF's. The open-mouth 1817 is popular among 
variety collectors, but has little popularity outside these circles. 
As a very scarce variety, it commands about a 30-50 per cent 
premium among interested specialists - occasionally slightly 
more . 
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1 off tip of bust 

Cent 1704 N-13 (13-K) 


The lazy C 

Obverse 3: Stars 1 , 2, 3, 9 point between dentils, stars 4, 10, 11 , 13 nearly 

so. There is a doubled dentil left of first 1 . Inner points of 
stars 1,11 are conspicuously recut. Date is close, with 18 
slightly more apart than other figures and a dentil centered under 
second 1 . The head is tipped left relative to its frame, so that 
1 is just off tip of bust; lowest curl extends only to left of center 
of 7; point of coronet is about midway between stars 5, 6; and 
tenth star points directly to cleft of hair bun . Upright of 7 is re- 
cut, as is the lower right serif of E in LIBERTY. There is no 
line under ER and no center dot. 
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Reverse C; 


Key leaves point R-FPR— VSPR— C , A dentil dots the I of 
UNITED. Right foot of I is vestigial. Highest leaftip is mid- 
way between S and O . C of CENT leans far over to the right, 
from which the name 'lazy C' derives. Medium— sized center 
dot . 


Striking variations: Usually seen sharply and evenly struck on both sides, 
with delicate hair detail and leaf detail; all stars sharp to the 
centers. Reverse is usually slightly off-center to the right, 
often with an almost wire-rim appearance on the left . Early 
strikes show light clash marks around ONE CENT; several 
die file-marks from the bottom dentils; and a graver-scratch 
connecting the bases of IC . Later pieces do not show these 
marks, and some show a few tiny rust pits in the reverse die 
(lumps on the coin) inside the wreath. 

Discussion: R1 , common in all grades, especially in or near MS. 

Hundreds in the 65-70 range survive from the Randall Hoard. 
The fine detail from this variety, coupled with its ready avail- 
ability in choice condition, make it an excellent type-collector’s 
coin. It commands no premium as a variety. 



Cent 1 705 


Pincer 8, mouse top 


N-3 (3-C) 


Moth-eaten N 


Obs/erse 4: Stars 6, 8, 9 point between dentils, star 7 nearly so, but 

dentilation at top obverse is more often missing than not. Date 
is close and evenly spaced, with 8 open at bottom - from which 
the variety derives its name . Left edge of lowest curl is over 
the right edge of 1 . Sixth star is slightly right of coronet tip. 
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In LIBERTY, right foot of I extends into hair. Upright of T 
is thin, as is the diagonal leg of R, with a heavy line under 
ER . No center dot . 

Reverse D: Key leaves point NR-FPR-SPC-C . Final S of STATES is low. 

This die is very similar to reverse H (cent 1710) and F 
(cents 1707, 1708), but the leaf under ME ends almost exactly 
between the letters rather than well under the E . On all but the 
earliest strikes, the diagonal of the N in CENT has a moth- 
eaten appearance, being irregular and narrower at the bottom. 

Striking variations; Earliest strikes has/e crisp dentilation all around both 
sides, broadest at left reverse. This early gives way to 
weakened or missing dentilation at top obverse, with clash 
marks below hair bun and around TY, broken upright on T of 
LIBERTY, deterioration of the N in cent. A crumbling develops 
atop the hair below the eighth star. On this die the crumbling 
is small, broadest at its right edge. Finally, a faint crack 
joins the bases of 81 7 . 

Discussion: R2, fairly common in all grades. 65-65-65-65-65-65. Over 

three dozen MS examples are known, and many more nearly so. 
The broken-8 punch appears also (upside down) on one of the 
half dollar dies of 1 81 8 . This might imply that cent 1 705 should 
be placed later in the series, but it is listed here because of 
other similarities to its neighbors . This is the first of four 
obverse dies which develop the same type of failure in the same 
location. These have long been known as the "mouse on head" 
varieties . It is curious that this should occur on four dies of 
one year and on no other dies of any other years. No "mouse 
on head" variety is more than scarce, and a collection of the four 
mice has been one of the goals of many cent collectors over the 
past hundred years or so. Despite its two-fold charisma, the 
commonness of cent 1 705 usually prevents it from commanding a 
premium. 
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Cent 1 706 


Close date with 1 8 apart 


N-6 (6-E) 


PLF well PR 

Obverse 5: Stars 5, 6, 7 point between dentils, star 12 nearly so. There is 

a doubled dentil at K7, just right of first star. Date is close, 
spaced 1 817. Lowest curl extends to center of 1 , sixth star 
is very slightly left of coronet point. In LIBERTY, BER is re- 
cut inside tops, Y is low. There is no line under ER and no 
center dot. 

Reverse E: Key leaves point NR— FPR-PR~SPC , Highest leaftip is midway 

S and O. AME feet touch. Final S of STATES is higher than 
tops of TE . Left foot of N in ONE is recut . Leaf under C of 
AMERICA is distant from that letter. Medium-sized center dot. 

Striking variations: Obverse is almost always well -centered and evenly 
struck. Reverse is evenly struck, with dentilation slightly 
wider at left than at right. Dentilation fades both sides, no 
cracks seen. 

Discussion: R1 , common in all grades. At least a dozen 65 ’s are known and 

many, many 60 ’s. At least one Proof from these dies is known. 
Several references across the past half century could all refer 
to this piece or could represent up to four different pieces . 

Most likely, the true proof-count for these dies stands at one or 
two pieces. This is the only two-sided Proof cent-variety of the 
year (see cent 1 708) . Regulation strikes of cent 1 706 command 
no premium . 
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Cent 1 707 


Large mouse 


N-7 (7-F) 


Doubled dentil os/er N 

Obverse 5: Same die as cent 1706, later state. 

Reverse F: Key leaves point NR-FPR-R-C. There is a doubled dentil over 

left upright on N in UNITED. Top of D is about tops of TE, E 
of CENT tilts slightly left. Medium-sized center dot. 

Striking variations: Cccasionally found without the mouse, but usually with 
a large, semi-circular "mouse" atop the head below star 8. 
Obverse dentilation fades out completely and centers of RT fade 
away. Light cracks develop down from tip of nose and up from 
hair bun to rim between stars 9,10. Clash marks from hair 
across the right side of ONE CENT. Reverse dentilation re- 
mains bold. Finally, a light crack develops from tip of bust to 
first star, and a small rim break over stars 12, 13, which grows 
more prominent on terminal strikes. 

Discussion: R3+, scarcest of the mouse tops, as well as the most obvious. 

65-60-60-60-60-60 . Only a half-dozen MS examples are known - 
followed by four or five AU's, most of which have been offered 
as MS at one time or another . Cent 1 707 will usually find a 
mouse-collector willing to pay a slight premium. 
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Cent 1 708 


Stray hair over back of ear 


N-8 (8-F) 


Doubled dentil over N 


Obverse 6; Stars 2, 6 point between dentils, stars 5, 9, 12 nearly so. Date 
is moderately spaced, with 81 slightly closer. Lowest curl ex- 
tends to center of 1 , sixth star just a touch left of coronet tip. 
First 1 is about midway between star and 8, unlike cent 1707 
which shares the same reverse . Lips are barely apart on early 
strikes, noticeably apart on later strikes. A wavy graver- 
mark, like a stray hair, extends from the back of the ear, up 
to the coronet just right of the T. E of LIBERTY is minimally 
recut inside its top serif, and the tail of R is thin . There is no 
line under ER. Tiny center dot. 


Reverse F: Same die as cent 1707, same state or later. 


Striking variations ; This is the third "mouse on head" variety. This one is 
found a bit more often without the mouse than with . Early 
examples are often proof-like and boldly struck, with both ob- 
verse and reverse dentilation deepest and broadest at lower left . 
The reverse clash marks mentioned for cent 1 707 are quite 
apparent on early 1708’s. Later strikes are from weakened and 
slightly lapped dies - lips apart as on 1702, and a lump atop the 
head under star 8, appearing as a small finger pointing at the 
inner points of star 7. Die alignment is the same as on early 
strikes, and the doubled reverse dentil is quite obvious on even 
late strikes . 


Discussion: R1 , common in all grades - either with or without the mouse. 

65-65-65-65-65-60. At least two dozen more 60*s are known, and 
many in the 50-60 range . One example is known with a true 
Proof obverse and Uncirculated reverse - a situation found on 
several of the early cent proofs. Occasionally, a collector will 
be willing to pay a little extra for the "stray hair" mouse, but 
usually this variety commands no premium. 
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Cent 1 709 


Divided date 


N-9 (9-G) 


Dropped E , T 

Obverse 7; Stars 8, 10, 11 point between dentils, stars 1 , 3 nearly so. Date 
is divided 18 17. Sixth star is over tip of coronet. Lowest curl 
extends past left upright of 1 , nearly to its tip. An unusually 
broad dentil between 17 shows on earliest strikes. Top of E is 
recut inside and R to right; light line under E may or may not 
show . 

Reverse G ; Key leaves point PC-PR-SPC-C. The I of UNITED, E of 

STATES, and final letter of ONE and CENT are all dropped 
slightly below their brethren . C of CENT leans left. Center dot 
is small, disappearing completely on latest strikes. 

Striking variations ; This is the last mouse-top, and the only one on which the 
"mouse” actually looks like its namesake. Cent 1709 is 
occasionally found early, with crisp dentilation both sides, 
longest at bottom right obverse and uniform on reverse . A light 
crack always spans the tops of ES OF AMERICA to the rim 
beyond A. It is more often seen later, with dentils much 
weakened both sides, star points drawn to the rim, reverse 
struck deepest at lower left, and profuse radial flow lines both 
sides. The reverse crack is heavier, but is obscured to some 
extent by the mushing of details. Finally, the mouse develops 
under star 8, with its head to left and humped body to right. 

Discussion; R2, rather common in all grades. 65-65-65-60-60-60. Nearly 
thirty more 60's are known, some of which approach 65 grade. 
There are many in the 50-60 range. The last "mouse on head" 
variety is popular on two counts; its odd date-spacing and its 
mouse . Occasionally, a collector may stretch a little for the 
divided date mouse, but usually this variety commands no 
premium . 




Cent 1710 


Wide date with close stars 


N-10 (10-H) 


Sinking NIT 


Obverse 8; Stars 2, 4, 5, 13 point between dentils, stars 1 , 7, 10, 12 nearly 
so . Date is wide , with 1 8 more apart than other figures . 

First 1 is totally under bust though barely so, and is closer to 
first star than to 8 . Lowest curl extends past upright of second 
1 , sixth star just a hair right of coronet tip. Both first and last 
star quite close to date. Long, light die-scratch angles down, 
touching top point of star 1 1 . No discernible center dot . 


Reverse H; Key leaves point R-FPR-PC-VNC . Highest leaftip is about 

midway S and O. In UNITED, bases of NIT are progressively 
lower, with that I perfectly dotted by a dentil. Feet of ATE 
nearly touch. Medium-sized center dot. 


Striking variations: Cent 1710 is usually found early, with dentils crisp and 
all stars lined to their centers, or a bit later with dentils 
weakening. It is occasionally found with a small rim break 
touching star 3. Reverse is invariably deeply struck at left, 
usually with the roots of the dentils joined to a raised rim . 
This variety is sometimes found with reverse crossways, 
rotated left. 


Discussion: R1 , common in all grades. 65-60-60-60-60-60. Just over 

another half-dozen 60’s are known, plus over a dozen true AU's 
and many at 40-50. For so common a variety, this low an MS- 
count is unusual . Cent 1 71 0 commands no premium . 
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Cent 1 71 1 


Wide date with stars away 


N-11 (11-1) 


Highest leaftip under S 

Obverse 9: Stars 9,10 point between dentils, star 11 nearly so. Date is 

wide, with 18 more apart than other figures. Tip of first 1 
extends just beyond tip of bust, and lowest curl extends past 
right upright of second 1 . Stars are moderately positioned away 
from date, with the first 1 about midway between star and 8. 
Sixth star is slightly right of coronet tip. There is a line under 
E , and no center dot , 

Reverse I: Key leaves point C-SPC-PC-C. Position of highest leaf is 

diagnostic. Feet of ATE are apart. In CENT, T is low and N 
has both feet delicately recut. Medium center dot. 

Striking variations ; Early strikes have all dentils crisp. These gradually 
fade, as does the recutting on N of CENT. Obverse usually is 
es/enly struck and well-centered. Reverse is even, with dentils 
a trifle longer at lower left. 

Discussion: R1 , common in all grades. 65-60-60-60-60-60. Another dozen 

MS examples are known, a half-dozen 55 ’s, and over a dozen 
50 's. Cent 1711 commands no premium. 
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Cent 1 71 2 

Crack base of date 

t^-4 (4-D) 

states 

Obverse 1 0: 

Stars 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 1 2 point between dentils, stars 1 , 8, 11 
nearly so. Date is close, especially 81 . Usually cent 1712 is 
recognized by the conspicuous crack through base of date . 
Lowest curl extends barely to right upright of second 1 . Sixth 
star is just right of coronet tip. Lips are occasionally t>arely 
separated. There is a heavy line under E of LIBERTY, and R 
has a thin diagonal. No center dot. 

Reverse J; 

Key leaves point PC-PR-PC-NC. Feet of A in STATES are 
slightly high, and feet of AME nearly touch. Left foot of N in 
ONE is slightly doubled. Large center dot. 


striking variations ; Occasionally, cent 1712 is found without the date crack, 
but it almost always comes with the crack. This crack extends 


Discussion: 

from rim left of star 1 to field past star 12, passing through 
bases of all figures and outer points of stars 1 2, 13 and from the 
date crack to rim. Additional cracks develop between stars 1 , 

2, 3. Res/erse shows a light crack spanning tops of TATE, often 
extending to final S . Obverse usually shows bolder rim at left, 
and left stars are lined to centers. As a rule, the reverse is 
evenly struck. 

R4, scarce in all grades. 65-60-60-60-60-50. Another A U or two 
are followed by eight or nine XF’s and several 35*s. This is a 
popular variety due to its conspicuous break. VF’s and XF’s 
are fairly obtainable, but a Mint State example presents a 
a challenge. Cent 1712 usually commands a slight premium, 
occasionally up to the 30-50 per cent range . 

Cent 1 71 3 

High T 

N-17 (17-M) 

Bisected reverse (usually) 

Obverse 1 1 : 

Stars 3, 11 point between dentils, stars 1,5, 6, 10 nearly so. 
Date is moderately close , with the tip of first 1 even with tip of 
bust and lowest curl extending to between 17. Sixth star is well 
right of coronet tip. There is a line under ER, and foot of T is 
higher than foot of R. Y is recut left of left arm. Tiny center 
dot before ear. 

Reverse K: 

Key leaves point PC-1— R VSPC VNC . I of UNITED has a 
vestigial right foot and is perfectly dotted by a dentil . Leaftip 
under T (ES) ends just before the right end of that foot. 
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Striking variations ; Obverse is early and has crisp dentilation. Reverse is 
cracked through tops of TATE, later extending through final S, 
with additional cracks developing tops NITED, bases D ST, 
tops MER through centers ICA, stem and beyond, bisected 
between OF A to U, radial through first T of STATES and 
wreath, with right arm of that T broken and raised, and finally 
with a rim break joining tops of TATES to rim . The final failure 
accounts for the early discard of this reverse and the scarcity 
of the variety. 

Discussion; R5, rare though not excessively so . 60-50-45-40-40-40. Three 
more pieces cluster around XF, followed by about a dozen VF's. 
Cent 1 71 3 is usually seen in lower grades and is very popular 
due to the bisecting crack. This is the rarest 1 81 7 variety and 
it always commands a premium - usually in the V^-2X range, 
although choice pieces may go higher . 


Cent 1 71 4 


Fused 1 7 


N-12 (12-J) 


Weak CE 

Obverse 12 ; No stars point between dentils although stars 2, 7 nearly do. A 
triplet dentil appears just left of star 8. Date is wide, and first 
1 is almost entirely left of bust with a dentil centered beneath it. 
Lowest curl ends between 17, which are closer than the other 
figures. Sixth star is well right of coronet point and tenth star 
points to cleft in hair bun . There is no line under ER . Small 
center dot. 

Reverse L ; Key leaves point PC-SPR-C-VNC . A narrow dentil appears just 
left of bottom center . I of AMERICA is perfectly dotted by a 
dentil . Right side of C and all of E of CENT are weakened in this 
marriage. Large center dot. 


Striking variations ; All seen have a crack joining tops of 1 7 . Nearly all are 
cracked from star 1 through top of date and inner points of last 
four stars, heaviest between 17. Another crack joins stars 1—3, 
and another the inner points of stars 3-5 . Dentilation is bold on 
both sides. Later pieces have additional obverse cracks, finally 
with a triangular piece of the die fallen out between the two 
cracks through star 1 . Reverse dentilation is usually slightly 
bolder at left than at right . 

Discussion; R4-, scarce but not rare. 65-65-65-60-60-60. Another 60, a 
couple of 55*s, at least a half-dozen 50's, and several XF's are 
known, although the variety is easiest to locate in Good or VG. 
"The F used 1 7 is somewhat popular for its impressive break and 
occasionally commands a slight premium. 
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Cent 1 71 5 


1 fully left of bust 


N-15 (15-J) 


Leaf just past S 

Obverse 1 3 ; Stars 2.4 point between dentils, stars 3, 5, 6, 13 nearly so. 

Head is rotated far left so that 1 is entirely left of bust tip, 
lowest curl ends right of center of 7, coronet tip points midway 
stars 5,6 and star 10 points to lower lobe of hair bun. Date 
figures are progressively closer from left to right. R has un- 
usually broad diagonal leg, and its upper left upright is recut. 
There is a heavy line under E, and no center dot. 

Reverse L; Same as on cent 1714, later state. 

Striking variations ; Occasionally comes perfect, but usually a light crack 
joins outer points of stars 1-3. Latest strikes show clash 
marks from the wreath before and behind the head. Obverse 
dentilation is plain, usually strongest at bottom. Reverse 
dentilation has faded, with center dot now shrunken to medium- 
sized, CE well struck up, unlike on this die’s earlier marriage. 
Occasionally, cent 1 71 5 is found with the reverse rotated 
crosswise and farther to the left. 


Discussion; R4, scarce in all grades. 60-60-55-55-55-50. Another 50 and 
at least ten in the 35-45 range are traced . The scarcity of cent 
1 71 5 and the popularity of the 1 81 7 cents among variety buffs 
usually causes it to command a slight premium . 


1 fully left of bust 

Cent 171 6 N-14(14-L) 

ST'^TES 

Obverse 13 ; Same die as on cent 1715, later state. Dentils do not show. 

Reverse I; Same die as on cent 1712, although Newcomb did not recognize 
it as such. 

Striking variations ; The obverse clash marks (see cent 1 71 5) fade as the die 
wears . Obverse usually lacks dentilation and has star points and 
date figures drawn to the rim . Brow and other high points are 
usually fairly blunt. Crack between stars 1-3 grows heavier 
than on cent 1715, and several minor rim crumblings occasionally 
show above stars 8-11 . Reverse has weakened dentilation, 
usually heaviest at left, and light crack at tops of TATES as on 
cent 1712, though struck after. 
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Discussion: 

R1 common in all grades, more so in and near MS than lower, 

Quite a few 70’s survive, and thousands of Uncirculateds . This 
is the most common 1 81 7 in MS , the vast majority of those 
known originating from the Randall Hoard. This is a good one 
for the date -collector - easy to find, choice, and commeunding 
no premium over the usual outlandish prices asked for MS cents 

Cent 1 71 7 

High T 

N-5 (5-D) 


STATES 


Obverse 1 1 : 

Same die eis on cent 1713, now later, with dentilation faded out. 

Reverse J: 

Same die cis on cents 1 71 2 and 1 71 6, later yet. 


Striking variations ; Obverse is usually seen with blunt browlock, weak 

figures eind stars, no dentilation , and star points /figures drawn 



to the rim. Reverse is similar with peripheral details feding. 
This mating probably resulted from the resurrection of two 
worn-out dies . 

Discussion: 

R4 , scarce but not rare . 65-60-60-60-60-60 . At least cinother 
half dozen MS examples are known . For some reason , cent 
1 71 7 is not in as great favor as cent 1 71 5, though of comparable 
scarcity. Perhaps this is due to cent 1715 being rated higher 
than its due, in years past. Cent 1717 usually commands a 
slight premium. 
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PROOF LARGE CENTS 


Walter H. Breen 

In 1 81 7, true proofs for cents and half dollars are reported for the 
first time . It is not known if they were issued in sets . 

Proofs were made by taking regular production dies, polishing them 
to unwonted brilliance (or at least the obverse die) , and giving a selected 
planchet two to four blows fhom them to bring up the designs to unusual 
clarity. 

Newcomb enumerated criteria for distinguishing true proofs from proof 
surfece coins. In general, his criteria are correct but err sometimes in 
being more stringent than those used by the mint employees themselves . 
Newcomb insisted that a cent could be correctly catalogued as an intentional 
brilliant proof if, and only if, it fiad (1) brilliant mirror finish in fields (not 
on relief devices) with (2) sharp even border beading, (3) all stars showing 
their centers, (4) all details in perfect relief, (5) dies new or at worst very 
lightly cracked, (6) no appreciable deviation from perfect centering, and 
(7) no weak areas on hair, leaves, or coronet point. 

Examination of varieties known to exist only in proof, and of specimens 
coming directly from proof sets obtained from the Mint, shows that in some 
cases, owing to carelessness or poor quality control in general, proofs were 
made on planchets showing occasional cracks or other defects (though in- 
variably at least the obverse and generally both sides show mirror surfaces 
not interrupted by frost), and sometimes only one or two blows from the dies 
were given a blank. In such instances, there may be small areas in which the 
relief detail , although superior always to anything found on uncirculated coins 
from the same date or even the same dies, is not always of the quality found 
on the finest proofs: these were given one blow too few. There will be no 
blurring on borders; and, in general, the centering will be good, though not 
always perfect. 

Proof large cents have long been correctly regarded as blue chip items . 
Those date prior to 1840, except only for 1821 and possibly 1829, 1831 , and 
1834, may be safely regarded as noncollectible. In general, when proofs 
were called for, the coiners took production dies (which might or might not 
have been already used in making regular business strikes), made anywhere 
from one to a dozen specimens, then replaced the dies in the regular cent 
press. If proofs were called for later in the year, the process was repeated; 
so that the proofs of a given year may exist in one to five or more die varieties 
The occasion for manufacture of most of these is not know, although some 
guesses are made in my Coiner’s Caviar (Whitman, 197__), which is devoted 
wholly to proofs . 
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THE EARLY CENT REVISION - EPILOGUE 


Denis Loring 

The presentation in PENNY-WISE of the "bare bones" of the 1 976 re- 
vision of PENNY WHIMSY has been previously completed. The actual 
revision, when it is finalized for publication in book form, will differ in 
several respects from the installments as published here: 

1 . The "Basic Value x Inflation Factor" system of basal values will be 
scrapped. The PENNY WHIMSY system of a single Basal Value for each 
variety will be retained . 

2. The Condition Census will give for each veiriety the approximate number 
of coins tied for last place in the Census. For example, if the Census is 
60-60-55-50-50-50, and a total of five 50-coins are known, the notation will 
be 60-60-55-50 (5) . If at leeist five 50-coins are known and more are sus- 
pected, it will be written 60-60-55-50 (5+). 

3. Whenever possible, the pedigree of the top cents of each variety will be 
stated . 

The addition of several features not in PENNY WHIMSY are being con- 
templated, if someone to write them can be obtained (or if, by some major 
miracle, I find time myself). Volunteers who will assume the responsibility 
for any or all of these will be welcome. Any takers? The proposed additions 
are: 

1 . A section on the Smith counterfeits of 1793; 

2. A section on fekes, altered dates, and similar 

attempts to deceive; and 

3. A comprehensis/e index. 

The research is pretty much over now. What remains is the gut work of 
assembling the actual book. That’s like saying that the blueprints are finished; 
all that’s left now is to build the house. Nevertheless, I’d like to stop for a 
minute and thank the people who have helped me in making this revision a 
reality. Many of you have contributed, and you all have my deep appreciation 
for your help. Five individuals, however, have truly been vital to the effort, 
and I’ll take this chance to thank them publicly. Were it not for their contri- 
butions, I’d never have had a prayer: 

Willard Blaisdell - it’s amazing how much knowledge a man can 
accumulate by only having started in 1 91 2 . 

Del Bland - an ubiquitous presence in the Penny world - and 
very eeisy to spot whenever you need him. 

Walter Breen - the greatest numismatist of our lifetime. Period. 

Gordon Wrubel - a researcher’s researcher. His copy of PENNY 
WHIMSY is a library in itself. 

And most important of all , my wife , Paula - who had to put up 
with catalogues spilling all over the floor, the phone bills, 
the letter-writing - and who also knows, only too well, that 
the worst is yet to come. Without her, the whole thing 
would be meaningless anyway! 
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WHATTA YA MEAN "DOES IT HAVE ANY PROVENANCE 
OF COURSE WoT, it's A CLEAN XF40 ! 


KEN NOBLE SAYS HIS "TWO CENTS WORTH" 

"Because of feeling ill due to a severe upper respiratory infection, I 
missed the grading session at the EAC Mini-Convention which was scheduled 
afternoon, February 'I 6; and it was the one forum to which I was 
really looking forward. I probably would have stayed; but, when Denis 
Loring indicated at the annual EAC meeting on Sunday morning that he had 
only just been informed that he would be conducting the grading session that 
afternoon, I gave up the ghost, I may be overly critical; but, considering 
the importance which grading is to our endeavors, I would think that more 
preparation should have gone into it. With a group that large, I think that 
even Dr. Sheldon, himself, would have appreciated a little advance notice. 
This was probably true with other sessions as well; since, from the com- 
ments I heard or over-heard, the other programs were also put together on 
short order. The convention, itself, however, was well organized; and 
Jackson Storm, his father, and his other cohorts should be congratulated. 

One thing which I do remember was congratulating John Wright on the 
fine article on the 1 81 6 Newcomb revision which he had prepared for the 
January P-W. His comment at the time was that he had received a number of 
such compliments, but that he would prefer specific criticisms. I returned 
home, prepared to do so, but I decided to wait first for the 1 81 7 chapter. 

You see, I could not find anything in the 1816 presentation about which to be 
critical. 

Wright s historical background of the pieces and his numismatic parti- 
culars were informative, yet concise, as were his descriptions of the designs 
and his comments. The peculiarities which he cited were most interesting, 
and I certainly hope that he will continue with this section for each year. I 
am in total agreement with his position on double profiles and die states . 

His numbering system is simple, logical, but not complete. His 
modesty will not allow him to believe it, but he could be the new Newcomb 
when the revision is published. I feel that any numbering system should 
carry some identity of the person who has put a large part of his life into such 
a work as this. i am aware; that Wright had help from his committee as well 
as from other members of EAC in preparing his report, but I do not think 
that this should exclude his identity from the work. I am sure that both 
Andrews and Newcomb had similar fraternities and friendships who assisted 
them during their studies. As an example of wtiat I am referring to, I re- 
cently picked up for a pittance a 1 606 in VG. Note the use of Wright’s 
numbering system . I have an urge to write it as W1 606! 

Wright’s descriptions of the obverse and reverse should remain exactly 
that - that is, descriptive! My whole life is becoming a series of numbers. 

I have met and enjoyed my visit with Jules Reiver, but I am not in agreement 
with his numerical identification system - not because it doesn’t work or for 
any other reason like that; but it’s just that I believe that we, as cent 
collectors, are all romanticists. The verbal descriptions add an aura to the 
esthetic value of the cent. It is a combination of these factors which provide 
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US with the pleasures we experience when s/iewing an early cent. If the re- 
vision of the 1816-1857 cents have to be identical in form, I hope that I am 
not now collecting serial numbers! 

The relations of the stars in juxtaposition to that of the dentils is most 
helpful; and in the 1816 series, it totally classifies the obverses. But is this 
true in later years? Are not the stars and dentils hubbed with the main device 
in later years? 

Wright’s comments on the variations in striking must remain. Just in 
the 1816 series alone, he has accumulated more information in this respect, 
than many of us can in ten years . T o glean this much information , many 
examples of a single variety must be viewed. Not all of us have the sources 
or focilities for this . 


Of course, we are all interested in rarity values and Condition Census; 
but I thoroughly enjoyed Wright's commentary as he presented these. If Dr. 
Sheldon will forgive me, Wright has dealt a death blow to Basal Values, and 
to this I say 'Good riddance’. Wright’s approach is closest to any that will 
remain current as the market changes . With the magnitude of today’s 
numismatic society, we all are kept aware of current prices for common dates 
(in this case, variety). Thus, Wright’s suggestions for premium dates can 
be readily applied. Denis Coring and the other members of his committee 
would be wise to adopt this approach in their revision of Dr. Sheldon’s 
PENNY WHIMSY, rather than to continuously concern themselves with Basal 
Value updates. If these premiums are properly assigned, they should hold 
true in most cases for many years to come . 


Finally, the large photos of each variety, on the same page as the 
description, must stay, if only to preserve the book when it is finally published. 
Flipping from the descriptions to the plates, and back again, is destroying the 
binding on my PENNY WHIMSY. I hope that Boring’s committee will also 
adopt this procedure . " 


He*************************************** 
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BUYING UNITED STATES HALF CENTS AND LARGE CENTS 

HIGHEST PRICES PAID 

We have a great need for better grade Early and Late Date large 
cents and half cents. Proper attributions and grading necessary. Please 
bear in mind that we are dealers and that the coins are for resale . You 
may ship directly to us for our offer or to our bank. Write for details 
concerning the latter method . 

FIRST COINVESTORS, INC. 

200 I. U. Willets Road 
Albertson, New York 11507 

********************************************************************* 


JON HANSON Box 5499, Beverly Hills, California 90210 ^ c/o New 
Netherlands Coin Co . , Inc . , 1 West 47th St . , NYC , NY 1 0036 
FOR SALE - SPECIAL COTTON-LINED ENVELOPES 


These envelopes fit perfectly inside 2x2 standard coin envelopes. 
$45. per thousand; $7.50 per hundred. All postpaid. 
************* 
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EAC AT TNA 


Darwin Palmer 

April 11-13 was the big Texas Numlsmatto Association convention this 
year. Dallas was the action city! 

Those cent fans who attended were: Tye Buxton, Chuck 

I u T C 3 it+rr>rin Dordon Wrubel, and Donna and John 
Kelly, Darwin Palmer, John J. Pittman, Doro 

Ward. 

some events -as I saw them' were worthy of a short report. I arrived 
a little «st n^-time on Saturday, April 12. T.^ first cent nuts wl^m I 

encountered were Wrubel and Furjanic, seated ^®^®.^dAed 

Thev had seen Ray Kelly when te arrived the day before. At least a htncMd 

dIJlers were on hand for the show, including some big ones like J. Ueidm . 

During the afternoon, at Tye Buxton's table, I saw Jo^ 
his 1868 Proof set as well as Tye's S-89 in a nice VF+. The Proof set, y 
the way, didn’t contain any large cent. So, all of you who need (or want) an 
^?68^arge cent - remember, it's only a pattern. Mr. Pittman ,s a 
connoisseur of Proof large cents . 

Donna and John Ward arrived about 6 P.M. and went ^r«r fo- 

oether During the meal, we discussed many diverse topics, inciting ^ 

Snfo we surmised that Chuck Furjanic had made the cent find of 1 9^4 - his 
??94 'nC9 - which he foind on January 4; and now Gordon Wrubel may hai« 
he cenffind of 197?- his NCI of 1797, which he found at the EAC — ti^ 

in New York during February. Come on now, you cherrypickers don t let 

i? years in a row that the top cent rarity for the year is f^d at 

thl^t^t Of tl^year! We also enjoyed hearing the true tales about the 
quantity of food which C. Douglas Smith can consume at one slotting. Doug 
yZ an appetite for food which almost rivals his appetite for choice cents. 

SO far as I could determine, no really outstanding cents or bargains 
were encountered at the show. As usual, ^ oM 

fh(-m real beauties, were available; and a fair supply of 1 794 s were presen . 
Furjanic had the best variety of cents. Where else 

ofS-17 18 19 , and 20 ? And for Draped Bust lovers, his S-1 06 was un 

Sue«ble " ■ . . . light brown , with perfect surfaces , and somewhere in the VF 
range of 20-25 . 

Enthusiasts for the 1803’s would have been delighted to see Furjanic’s 
newly-acquired S-264 - a G4+, with pleasing color 

earlier die state of the same variety at J. J. Teaparty s • <-he 

earner oie palmer W.R.T. Smith. The latter com was the 

S-st S-2M I'eL ov^ed, and that was after a search of five years duration. 

Restrike nuts would have been able to see several 1 804's and at least 
one 1823. One of the 1804 restrites was claimed to be the finest known. 
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Even to me, it was a Proof-tike knockout; and I generally abhor restrikes 
and other fakes . 

My big find at the convention was a 1 792 Potosi four real with an 
early Azores countermark. This should impress all of you who like copper 
coined in 1 793 or later . 

All of us had a good time at the show, but we missed Phil Van Cleave. 
His wife's father was seriously ill, so he was mable to attend. 

A VISIT TO THE PHIU^DELPHIA METROPOLITAN COIN CONVENTION 

Thomas S . Katman 

On Friday afternoon, April 4, I was able to get away for a visit to 
the Philadelphia Metropolitan Coin Convention. As it was the second day 
of the show, I figured that all the cfierries would be gone by that time, but 
one never knows . 

I registered at the show; and then, after looking at the exhibits (which 
were not much to see) , I entered the bourse . At the first table , it was all 
modern medals - oh well, on to the next one. Good grief, nothing but sils/er 
bars. After that, it was all up hill. I noted that quite a few dealers had one 
or two Liberty Cap half cents. I saw 1794 G-1 , 4, 5, and 9; 1795 G-1 , 3, 
and 5; and a 1797 G-4, none of which I was looking for, but there were more 
half cents available than I've seen at any show except ANA . 

Finally, I spotted an old friend - Chuck Furjanic - over in a corner, 
and I noted that he still had the 1796 half cent which I need but can't afford. 
After a brief chit-chat, I moved on to see Jack Beymer, who had the table 
next to Chuck's. Jack had about twenty-five Liberty Cap half cents on dis- 
play. I looked over his 1793's and 1794's but could find nothing I needed. 
Then on to the 1 795's. I saw a nice G-1 and a G-3,' but I have both of these 
in my collection . 

Next, I came to a punictuated date, plain edge marked G-4. I don't 
need this one either, but I always like to look at the reverse of all plain 
edge half cents with punctuated dates. Over it goes. Hey! it is an early 
die state without the die break and sinking. I can use this state! The coin is 
marked $250. - a little high, but maybe a little dickering would be in order. 
Let's look closer. Wait a minute - something is wrong here! Those berries 
on either side of the bow are not supposed to be there. It is not a G-4 but 
an early state G-7 with HALF CENT legible! After a brief "what will you 
really take?" I became the proud owner of a Fine 15 1795 G-7 half cent 
for $210. My 1795 half cent series is now complete! 

The next day I went back and told Jack about the cherry. I siTOwed him 
the coin, out came the book, out came an utterance "Damn". It seems that 
Jack had purchased the coin as a G-4 from Del Bland and had never checked 
it out. The find made the show a success for me! 
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WESTERN REGIONAL (NORTHERN AREA) EAC MEETING 


Del Bland 


At 7;30 P.M. on April 3, a group of eight EAC members met at Carl 
Windon’s home in Oakland, California. Those attending were: 


After introductions, we proceeded to the basement where Carl set up the 
proper-sized table for the group . Carl has a table for any and every 
occasion . 

At my insistence, the first order of business was a game of chess with 
Chuck Woodruff. He then proceeded to soundly clobber me. It wasn’t a 
total disaster, however, as I captured one of his knights plus a pawn. For 
the fifteen minutes while the game was going on, everyone else started look- 
ing at various coins ranging fhom talers to half cents and large cents, mostly 
the latter, of course. Each of us had a box of coins to show. 

So much was happeneing that I couldn’t keep track of it all. There 
was no actual meeting - there nes/er seems to be - just a few hours of looking 
at coins. Later in the evening, refreshments were served, but even that 
didn’t slow down the action. 

It was the consensus of opinion that not nearly enough large cents were 
available anywhere in the country, and ordering what was advertised for 
sale in various publications proved fruitless due to over— grading and, in 
general, poor quality merchandise. A few coins changed hands during the 
evening including the Hines— downing S— 167, a lovely AU50 coin, which went 
to Bill Weimer. 

At 12:30 A.M. , the meeting broke up. Another excellent EAC event 
was history, but it will not soon be forgotten . 


Del Blcind 
Jim Elam 
Jack Greenberg 
David Stagg 


Bob Vail 
Bill Weimer 
Carl Windon 
Chuck Woodruff 


it:************ 


max DRAISNER 


137 Eighth Avenue 


New York, NY 1 001 1 


Telephone: (212) 675-1311 


WANTED: Choice U.S. and foreign Patterns and coins 
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WESTERN REGIONAL (SOUTHERN AREA) EAC MEETING 

Jeff Oliphcint 


An EAC regional meeting was held on the evening of Friday, March 7, 
at the home of Paul and Jeff Oliphant . The meeting wais hastily arranged , 
with telephoned invitations being delivered during the previous two days . 

The members who attended were: 


Del Bland reported on the activities at the national EA^C meeting held 
in New York. The story he related is quite similar to that presented in the 
write-ups of the meeting, as printed in the last issue of P-W. He also told 
of his hectic two weeks in New York City. Del complained that the prices 
were very high and that, after just one major purchase, he was practically 
broke. While back east, he was able to add several new varieties to his 
collection of 1 794 cents . 

Max Phipps brought along a nice collection of coins, primarily large 
cents. His collection was quite impressive. The one coin which stands out 
in my mind is his 1 804 restrike . Max and I compared it with my 1 804 re- 
strike. Mine has more mint luster but is feded orange, while his has less 
mint red but is much brighter and more appealing to the eye . 

Dick Wright came to the meeting with an 1802 cent, among others. He 
was not sure if it was an S-227 or an NCI without the die crack. Del Bland, 
Alan Meghrig, and I examined the coin, and we concluded that it was a pre- 
viously unknown NC1 . The coin is a VG and has been in Dick's family for 
many years . 

Alan Meghrig recently moved back to California, and this was the first 
meeting since his return. He brought along a copy for my library of THE 
FIRST U.S. MINT by Frank H. Stewart, reprinted by Quarterman Publica- 
tions, Alan and I are thinking of some new coin-related projects, but have 
not come up with anything specific as yet. Cur first teisk will be to add the 
index for Volume VIII of P-W to the cumulative index . 

Dane Nielsen devoted a good portion of the evening to examining some 
Colonial coins which Del Bland had brought with him. Dane researched a 
few of the Colonials during the evening in some recent Bowers and Ruddy 
catalogues. Doug Byrd went over the Colonials with Dane and also examined 
the large cents which Del had for sale. Glen Kemp looked over Del’s coins as 
well, and I believe that he selected a very nice addition for his collection. 

We are tentatively planning our next regional meeting for some time in 


Alan Meghrig 
Dane Nielsen 


Del Bland 
Doug Byrd 
Glen Kemp 


Jeff Cliphant 
Paul Cliphant 
Max Phipps 
Dick Wright 
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Juie I will try to send out notices much earlier for that meeting in the hopes 
;^^^t more memLrs will be able to make arrangements to attend Also s.noe 
the ANA convention will be held in Los Angeles in late August, the 
roast regional officers will probably be arranging an EAC meeting for that 
oc^trarwell. we plan fo request a room from the ANA for ^ EAC mee - 
°ng on Thursday evening. August 21 , unless this conflict with tl^ aucUon I 
hope to have more details of the EAC program by the July issue of P W. It 
would be of great help to us if we knew how many members might be attending 
Te ANA Con^ntion. If possi^^^ could those of you who are planning on attend- 
Z ^ EAC ^eHog at ANA drop eitter Del or me a llneo We would appreciate 

Del Bland Oliphant 

2245 Lanai Drive, #115 5255 Allott Avenue 

San Jose , California 951 22 Van Nuys , California 91 404 

(408) 251-1394 


****** 


******* 


A WORD TO THE GRADING BUFFS 
Herbert A . Silberman 


In detailing and expanding the language of grading so that all will under 
stand what a "Fine” copper should look like - and the grade of Fine seems to 
be a good starting point - I propose the following: 

Fine-15: The coin must have clearly es/ident , 

although worn, all of the design elements and all of 
the inscriptions which appear on the dies. More 
than half of the lines of the hair of Miss Liberty on 
the obverse and more than half of the details of the 
reverse must be well delineated. The color should 
be natural; the surfaces clear, unpitted, and un- 
marked; and the rims intact . 

I also propose that those coins showing less wear but which have pro- 
blems of surface or color might be graded thusly: 1 5(20) . Where a coin has 
only one side which meets the criteria, I suggest that it might be graded 
accordingly, e.g. 15/20, if the other side is better; 15/10, if the other side 
is worse . The grade of the obverse is always listed first . 

Odd grades should not appear in the grading scale, viz: by adding the 
two grades together and then dividing by 2, one comes up with a number such 

as 1 3 , 18, etc . 

The expression "Fine for the die" really has no place in grading. Coins 
struck from dies which were hobbed weakly; those pieces coined softer 
metal; coins struck from misaligned dies, etc. - each must be graded for 
what is in evidence, not by what should have (or could have) been there. 

In other words, we must strictly adhere to a specific grading standard, 
or we will drift too fer afield from the intent of numismatics in establishing 
grading criteria in the first place . 

************* 


- 148 - 


GRADING OF COINS IN THE EAC AUCTION 


Del Bland 

It has come to my attention through several personal comments made 
directly to me by collectors and from articles in PENNY-WISE that some 
of the members of the copper fraternity were not pleased with the grading 
of coins in the auction by First Coinvestors, Inc. (or, if you prefer. Pine 
Tree Auction Co.), held in conjunction with the national EAC meeting held in 
New York City in February, Everybody knows that over-grading has been a 
ses/ere problem for years . Not only have I criticized nearly every auction 
house in the nation for pushing grades, but so have many other collectors 
and dealers. In more than one instance, this criticism has caused me 
problems. However, I think that I was justified in my comments and my 
ensuing actions, and others have felt the same way. 

Twice before the EAC auction, I was able to view the entire section of 
large cents, one of those times being at the office of First Coinvestors, Inc., 
where the coins were out of containers. The cataloguer asked my opinion 
of his grades on many of the coins . I can truthfully say that my grading in 
nearly every case agreed with the grade to be printed in the auction catalogue . 
In the few instances where we differed , it was an honest difference of opinion . 

I felt that an individual purchasing any one of these large cents would be 
pleaised with the coin despite the fact that I felt it should be graded AU50, 
for example, instead of AU55, And I believe that my grading can certainly be 
called conservative. 

Every one is entitled to his opinion as to the grade of a coin. But after 
years and years of looking at grossly over-graded large cents in various 
auctions, I was very pleased to feel that FCI was doing what I considered an 
excellent job in printing an auction catalogue where descriptions accurately 
described the coins. 

I hope that we are not sinking our own ship by unjustly criticizing a 
firm which I believe is doing a most commendable job of cataloguing large 
cents as well as all other numismatic items. I think that FCI should be 
congratulated for not only their EAC auction catalogue but also for the excellent 
and accurate descriptions of the large cents therein . 


Quite often "no answer" is in reality a very "positive answer" . 

(An original by) THE RAT FINK. 
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THE MOVING FINGERS WRITE; LETTERS TO THE EDITORS 


From RICHARD B. KNIGHT: "First, I want to say that the EAC Mini- 

Convention was a great meeting . I had a great time — even better than last 
year. Everything was done with precision and forethought. I don't think it 
was necessary for some of the speakers to have informed us that they had 
only just heard of their assignments. Disregarding such comments, they all 
did very well! 

I’m probably s/ery naive about the whole subject of auctions; but, if I 
am, maybe some of the other members are too. I believe that the minimum 
bid to be accepted should have been stated in advance . It seems to me that 
I have seen some catalogues which stated that bidding must be, for example, 
70 per cent of estimated prices. That's OK. But I have checked the 
catalogue and news articles regarding the auction since then, and nowhere 
did I get the impression that there were to be minimum bids, especially above 
the ordinary retail price of the coins. Yet, that was the impression I got as 
well as many of the people I have since talked to at the auction. They thought 
that just about all of those bids, especially on the Late Dates, were not mail 
bids but bids by Pine Tree to keep the coins from being sold except for an 
excessive price. It did seem to me that Dr. Bolt's error coins was genuine 
and that the prices for them were very low . 

As for the names of the revisions of the cent books, all that I can come 
up with are: 

PENNY WISDOM, WARES and WHILES 

LARGE CENTS - EARLY (or SHELDON), 

MIDDLE, and LATE 

LARGE PENNIES - ONE A PENNY, TWO 
A PENNY, THREE A PENNY." 

From RAYMOND H. WILLIAMSON: "In P-W for March 15, page 64, Denis 
Loring stated his philosophy on the indexing of a forthcoming book on the 
Early Date copper cents: he deems it unnecessary, because the Table of 
Contents 'seems to do quite well'. 

Please let me urge that the new book - almost any reference book - 
should have a comprehensive index. I've always regretted that EARLY 
AMERICAN CENTS had no index. My copy (when it is sold some day!) will 
be worth less, because there is a heltei — skelter 62-item index penciled inside 
the back cover. I just couldn't get along without it, because I wasted so much 
time searching again and again for subjects such ais; Die retooling; Double 
profile; Number punches; Counterfeits; Soft copper; Gynandroid; Proofs; 
Metal flow; Hub die; Cents returned from Europe; French Heads; etc, etc. 
The only reason that this penciled index isn't even more complete is because, 
in 1952, Walter Breen sent a four-page, single-spaced, typed index to this 
volume which has been in the back of my book ever since. 

Hasn't Denis Loring made his own index to this volume? If not, how 
does he relocate such items as; Stacking qualities (p. 83, 134, 152); Upset 
rim (p. 254); Upset reverse (p. 156, 215, 303); Bluestone (p. 124); Fiscal 
year (p. 136, 146); etc. 

Please let us have a good index." 
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From HELENE CREED FISCHER: "I'm finally getting around to putting in 
my 'Two Cents Worth' on the EAC Mini -Convention: 

(1) The admission charge for that kind of a show was way beyond the 
means of a lot of people who could see putting out some money for the purchase 
of coins - but $13. to enter? (Editor's note: the admission charge of $13. 
included the price of the luncheonj door admission was $2. but did not include 
the luncheon .) 

(2) There should have been a free sherry or cocktail included with the 
luncheon - and also a choice of food . 

(3) It was nice to know that we had Security guards - too bad that we 
didn't know ahead of time - it would have given my husband more peace of 
mind. Also, it would have been nice to know that there were coin cases — I 
inquired, but I never received an answer. If I had known ahead of time, I 
would not have had to lug my cases to the show. 

(4) Now, I have a few things on my mind which have touched me deeply. 

I hiad two coins switched on me at the show: one was an 1 803 with a double 
profile and with a die break from the rim to the wreath, also from the rim 
through TA — OF . It was a $100. coin, and I received one in exchange which 
was worth about $8. to $10. The other was an 1828 with 13 stars - a $250. 
coin - for which I was given one with scratches and big gash on the cheek - 
worth very little. Also, I found one coin envelope without any coin in it. I 
will never let anyone go through a box of coins again - nor will I let anyone 
ever put back a coin in the 2X2. 

In general, however, the show was quite nice. I'm only sorry that I 
didn't come as a visitor, so that I could have attended the seminars." 

From DAVID W. FISCHER: "Help! How do I get my EAC mailing address 
corrected? I've already written about this problem twice before during the 
past year, but my copy of P-W is still being sent to the wrong address. I've 
been receiving the issues OK so far, because the present mail man knows me 
and corrects the address himself." 

(Editor's note; All changes of address must be sent to John D. Wright, 1468 
Timberlane Drive, St. Joseph, Michigan, 49085. The address list for EAC 
is kept on a computer, and John gets a computer print-out on mail tags just 
before each new issue of P-W is to be mailed to the members . At the present 
cost of printing up each issue of P-W plus the cost of postage to mail each 
copy, it is becoming impossible to forward duplicate copies to those who feiled 
to receive theirs because of a change of address which they failed to report to 
John.) 

From DAVID P. McBRIDE of Colorado: "I have been a coin collector since 
1961 , but just recently became interested in the Colonial coins, especially the 
Washington items and others. I was recently doing some research in the ANA 
Library in Colorado Springs, when I noticed a reference to your Society. I 
asked Glenn Smedley, a Governor of ANA, what your group was all about, 
but he knew nothing about it. He did, however, look up your address, so that 
I could write to you . " 

(Editor's note: A letter such as this is most discouraging. EAC has been 
affiliated as a club member of ANA for three years or longer. Edward C. 
Pochette, Executis/e Director of ANA, has communicated with your Editor on 
more than one occasion, and three or four articles appearing in P-W were re- 
printed by him in THE NUMISMATIST, at which time appropriate credit was 
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given to P-W and EAC . Ken Hallenbeck, also an ANA Governor, is a member 
of EAC, as is Maurice Gould, another ANA Governor. It appears to your 
Editor that ANA lacks a lot of internal communication, which needs to be 
corrected - otherwise, what is the reason for any organization such as EAC 
to become a member of ANA? Let's get with it, ANA! ! ! Incidentally, every 
issue of P-W has been sent to the ANA Library since publication was first 
begun . We wonder how many back issues of P-W are available to those who 
use the ANA Library; and if there are none, as we suspect, what has happened 
to them?) 

From DOUG WINTER: "The recent 1975 EAC Mini-Convention was the first 
EAC gathering I have had the pleasure of attending. For me, it was a 
terribly exciting experience . I was very impressed with the EAC members 
whom I met. Our club is undoubtedly full of many of the more sophisticated 
and intelligent numismatists who are active these days. My only complaint 
was that the bourse area was simply too small. I hope that this situation can 
be remedied next year. Everyone who was associated with the convention did 

a good job. 

I would like to let other members know that I recently moved to 1 
Wincoma Drive, Huntington Bay, N.Y. 11743. If there are any EACers out 
in this area who would like to form an EAC group, please contact me. I would 
also appreciate hearing from those collectors of Colonial coinage . I specialize 

in state and Hibernia coinage. 

(Editor’s note: Doug enclosed a suggestion for an EAC token, presumably 
the size of a large cent. In the center is a reduced reproduction of the obverse 
of a large cent. Around the edge at the top, in large letters, would be the 
letters E. A. C. Underneath the center piece would be Collect Early Copper!) 

From RAYMOND H. WILLIAMSON: "My entry for a club token is shown on 
the enclosure. It is, of course, facetious. But sometimes, don't we take our- 
selves too seriously? 

My proposal is for a two-sided token, to be sold on a single-shot basis - 

for whatever people want to do with it . " 

The obverse contains a picture of Blondie (from the comic strip) in the 
center. Around the edge at the top is Ms. LIBERTY. At the bottom edge is 
1 967. On the reverse, the center is taken up by a large cherry on a stem, 
surrounded on either side by a cherry leaf. Around the edge is CONLEGIUM 
LE’GERE CERA 'SOS, which Williamson says is Latin, meaning 'Association 
to pick cherries'. He went on to explain: 'CERA 'SOS is accusative, 
feminine - and has a most unusual spelling; I had it checked out.) The motto 
is suggested in line with the number of column-inches devoted to this subject. 

It is assumed that no one will relate the 'cherry-picking' reverse with the 
'type' of the obverse. Please don't take the proposal too seriously." 

From JAMES K. NORWOOD: "P-W continues to contain a wealth of material 

which I find very informational . I am seldom in personal contact with other 
EAC members . Thus , I fell that I have gained invaluable knowledge through 
P-W which would not otherwise be available to me. 

I was unable to attend the Southwest EAC get-together in Dallas. 
However, I did talk with Chuck Furjanic who had some very nice coppers. 
Chuck is very enthusiastic and seems very knowledgable on early American 

copper . 
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To John Wright; the first phase covering the 1816 cents was outstanding. 
I am looking forward to the: next installment. 

To Chuck Funk; I agree with Chuck’s comment (paragraph 16, p. 57) 
about the stand EAC should take concerning grading. I have noted that many 
dealers seem to consistently overgrade the Coronet types by five to ten 
points, particularly in grades of VF and XF. 

To general membership: I recently purchased a S-219, 1801 three 
errors reverse, which sliowed no signs of the reverse crack described in 
Dr. Sheldon’s PENNY WHIMSY. He described the reverse cis nearly always 
seen with a crack from middle 0 of fraction, touching top of first 0 , through 
bottom of U, and curving up through N and I of UNITED to rim. I would like 
any comment regarding the reverse cracks . Is this crack common on the 
three errors reverse?" 

From BRUCE HARRIS; "A few thoughts after reading super issue No. 47. 
First, I think that the EAC emblem (p. 50) is a good idea. I personally would 
like to see one that closely resembles the club’s pocl<et token . 

As for the erroneous publication of the Early Cent Revision (Part 12) in 
issue No. 46, I hardly think that it’s a matter of not gisAng a damn. It was 
such an obvious error that there was just no need to call attention to it. How- 
ever, if you want mention of obvious errors, how about Gordon Wrubel’s 
’cherry’ found at the EAC Mini-Convention in NYC? Was it a 1797 NC1 in 
G6, or 1797 NC2, or 1797 NC2 in G5? All were reported in the last issue. 

Time for some positive comments? I thought the photographs of the 
convention and the members were great. I wish that a few pictures would be 
included in each issue. It’s nice to know what the people look like whom you 
read about and correspond with. It is also my hope that the EAC Board of 
Governors will grant permission to Quarterman Publications to publish a 
hard cover edition of The E3est of PENNY-WISE*. 

While looking in a hobby store recently, I noticed a cent labeled ’1 799 - 
Scarce’ with a price tag of $25. The coin was in fact a 1 798 S-1 66. 

One note that has been bothering me for a few months; my comments on 
page 265 (issue No. 45) are completely erroneous. I was confused about two 
different sales which Pine Tree Auctions was conducting. My sincere 
apologies. I never received any comments about it, but I feel better in getting 
this matter off my chest.’’ 

From NED BUSH; "A few comments concerning the letter to EAC from Art 
Kagin. I think that it is very nice, indeed, that Mr. Kagin has offered a dis- 
tribution of his catalogues to our group; but, somewhere and some place, the 
’reputable dealers’ need to be put into their proper place in the general per- 
spective of our group. I seriously question their motives, with respect to our 
group. 

For example, I was having a problem in late 1971 in obtaining high 
quality coins to photograph for my Photo-Penny Quiz in P-W. I respectfully 
wrote a letter to Mr. Kagin asking to borrow for photographic purposes one 
or two of his finer coins which he was later to auction . I received nothing from 
him in response - absolutely nothing. 

Secondly, the Kagins are very proud of their many hundreds of ’auctions’ 
(and indeed, they should be), yet every one of their ’auctions’ is by mail bid 
only. They always give the successful bid, but never the second most 
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successful bid. It is indeed peculiar to ask for second bids, but an all-mail 
bid auction is likewise so. Their rules are tantamount to a man selling at 
auction his terribly-inflated farm at exaggerated estimates, then choosing only 
the bids he likes and thus totally lacking credibility with respect to the bidding 
public. This practice, and the ostensible advertising of such, should never 
be condoned (as the letter in P-W has apparently done); and, indeed, should 
be condemned as a marginal practice at best and sternly opposed at least. 

From JEFFREY M. PECK; "As to the March issue of PENNY-WISE: 

1 . Poor Denis Coring: if he wasn't having enough troubles, that dupli- 
cation of the 1804-07 listing really did him in. Actually, I recognized the 
error immediately — each time a new part came out, I always copied it into 
my notes at least three times , and then I started checking - but there was 
some new information and some changes in the re-printed list, so I just 
assumed that it was legitimate. So, at least here's one letter of protest! 

2. Chuck Funk turned in his usual tremendous job on the index, but he 
makes a number of interesting points in his letter, on a couple of which I 
would like to get in my two cents: 

#8 - re; the owners /bidders in the Naftzger (et al) sale. Charlie has a point 
that if the buyers wish to remain anonymous, they should be entitled to. But , 
there are a few of us (e.g. the Revision Committee) that should know who's 
who, and maybe a few more (myself included) who would like to know. The 
reason is not to pry, but rather to keep an accurate tracing of Condition 
Census and non-CC cents. One of my pet gripes is the dealers who latched on 
to many of the Naftzger and Ruby coins and are now offering them without 
pedigrees (and with gradings nowhere near comparable). Now, if I don't know 
that this coin is from sale X, then I must assume that it is a new or different 
one, and if the stated grade is such, then consider it as a potential CC item. 

I log literally hundred of entries a week into my notes, and I'd t>e willing to bet 
that Td cut the number of "new" coins in half if I had a pedigree on each one. 

In the contacts which I made on behalf of the EAC census, I made several 
requests for additional information on some coins, and I'm very grateful to 
those who took the time to help me out . But I assure you that the information 
went no further than myself, in respect to those who didn't want it known. So, 
Charlie, I afree that if you want to remain anonymous, you should be allowed 
to do SO; and if you want to let a few know that you have a certain coin , then it 
shouldn't become public knowledge. But, give the few of us who sp>end hours 
trying to straighten out pedigrees a break in that respect. 

#18 - yes, using only numerical grades is desirable, although it gives too 
many an easy way of profiteering by adding a few points here and there . How- 
ever, the A for "about" must still stay. I have several cents which, for one 
reason or another, are almost VF20, so I call them F1 8; but for a couple 
which are almost Fine, I'm not going to use VG or F11 . In the process of 
standardizing, let's now open up the possible grades to 70 different positions 
but keep those which we now have . I have seen references here and there to 
AU58, and I'd opt for AMS over that. 

#23 - As a point for information , I clean cents only with vaseline , which I rub 
on and off with a cotton swab. It removed the grease and dirt, but it doesn't 
do anything to the coin chemically. I store my coins in 2x2 envelopes and the 
information stamped on the front, and I use the cotton-lined inserts obtained 
from Jon Hanson. Then, I store the envelopes in a 2x2 cardboard box. 
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Regarding other things - I certainly hope that Quarterman Publications 
is given serious consideration for the revision printing. The several re- 
prints of theirs which I have seen are examples of high-quality workmanship. 

I certainly hope that the line drawings of cents are continued in P-W. 

I seairched for a long time to find one suitable for drawing in die states for the 
I803’s, but I was never satisfied with the one which I manufcictured . I cast 
one vote for a Draped Bust prototype next. 

Following Bill Smith’s suggestion, Denis Loring’s collection should be 
rated MS 70 for completion of the Sheldon cents, with an additional 5 or 10 
points extra for the number of NC’s which he had. If MS80 is OK for silver 
dollars, it should be OK here. 

Regarding the question of dealer/col lector - a dealer once told me that 
it was impossible for a collector to be a dealer and still be a collector - the 
decision of which to add to first was just overwhelming. Let me suggest that 
rather than relegating EACers to first and second classes, we consider 
classifying members as collector, dealer, or numismatist. Chuck Furjeinic 
is a dealer (by his own admission, I’m sure), but his knowledge and study of 
cents gives him the title of "numismatist" in my opinion - and this goes for 
our other EAC dealers such as Bill Smith and Gordie Wrubel - I don’t think 
that there ever was a question that C . Doug Smith was a numismatist. In any 
case, let’s not worry about the name but rather the intent. (Oops, I suppose 
we should add "professional numismatist" to cover Lester Merkin, Jon 
Hanson, John Ford, etc. - in fact, probably Chuck Furjanic should go here.) 

I don’t care of EAC sells the mailing lists, but I wish that those 
cataloguers to which I subscribe would send their sales to me on time - nothing 
like having only two days to get in a bid to California." 


From CHUCK FUNK: "I want to thank you for having published my long out- 

pouring in the March issue of P-W. It has brought me some additional 
response beyond that also printed in the same issue. I haven't gotten around 
yet to answering their letters, but I hope to do so before much longer. If you 
will print this, it may serve to tell them that they aren't forgotten. 

One area which has brought no response, and where I truly had hoped 
for much, was the grading standards for Coronet cents that I had proposed. 

No one has said they’re too strict - no one has said they’re too lenient - they 
just haven’t said anything. In view of the tons of print that have been expended 
on grading standards in P-W and elsewhere, I had thought that we could begin 
to make some progress if a few definite proposals were hung up to be reacted 
to. It is especially depressing to me to see all the current yammering in 
COIN WORLD about the Sheldon grading system - the people who want to intro- 
duce from four to forty intermediate grades of "uncirculated" between "merely 
Unc . " and "perfectly Unc . " . Personally, I have never been happy with the 
insistence on, and acceptcince of, "almost Unc.". But, on this point, it seems 
to be me against the world, so I’ve given in reluctaintly. " 


From DR. ERNEST J. MONTGOMERY: "A legitimate complaint was re- 

gistered with Paramount as a result of the NASC auction, and the complaint 
was most satisfactorily dealt with upon personal communication with the 
Paramount Corporation , " 
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PROPOSAL FOR NEW SUBSEOTIONS IN EAC 

Herb SUberman, EAC’s president, has been considering the formation 
of a subsection in EAO on Colonial coins and another on Half Cents . He 
would like your opinion regarding the establishment of two such groups . 

Write him and give him your thoughts on the matter . Do you have any ideas - 
any suggestions - which might be of help in starting such subsections? 

Who would make a good chairman for either group? Are there any 
volunteers who would be willing to get the ball rolling? 

What about some articles on Colonials? Any one care to offer to write 
one? Half cents too! Milt Pfeffer has been doing a great job in that respect, 
but we’d like to publish other articles on the subject also. After all. 

Colonials and half cents are early American coppers, and either subject 
should offer endless possibilities . How about it? Any takers? 

Cbviously, the formation of separate subdivisions for Colonials and half 
cents would be a major change in EAC, which until now has concentrated for 
the most part on large cents. PENNY-WISE will still cater to large cent 
buffs, but the time seems ripe for new adjustments. Mr. J. C. Spilman of 
the CCLCNIAL newsletter heartily favors such a movement and has, 
in writing, endorsed such a proposal. 

What do you say? Herb is anxious to hear your thoughts on this subject. 
Get a letter off to him today. He can be addressed at 

P . C . Box 2083-R 
Morristown, N.J. 07960 

JCN HANSCN Box 5499, Beverly Hills, California 9021 0 or 

c/o New Netherlands Coin Co. , Inc. , 1 W. 47th St., New York City, NY 

10036 

WANTED: United States Half Cents , including: Finest Knowns, 

extreme rarities, high Condition Census specimens, 
true Mint State examples prior to 1809, and an 1811 
in GEM or true Uncirculated . 

All correspondence cheerfully answered. Thank you. 

************* 

********************************************************************* 

* FLGRIDA MATERIAL :::: BUYA'RADE 

* Have over 1300 different Florida trade tokens, store cards, coupons, 

* chits, mirror cards, political items, transportation tokens, wooden 

* nickels. Buy singles and lots. Cr trade U. S. Lg 4. If it reads 
% "Florida”, am interested. 

ALLEN CCRSCN BCX 261, LR STA., MIAMI, FL 33138 EAC #1 55; LM/ANA 

:(:♦*********** 
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CATALOGUE SALES OF THE CIRCULA.TING HALF CENTS, Pant 9 


Milton B. Pfeffen 


1 825 G-1 , CMM #2 

Uncirculated grades; (1) U,S. Coin Co. 120 (June 20, 1917), H. Ryder 
304 (NN 44th sale, 1954) MS60; (2) Dr. G. P. French 379 (Dec. 5, 1917); 

(3) A. W. Jackman 880 (H. Chapman, 1918); (4) W. Sleicher 1208 (S. H. 
Chapman, 1919); (5) J. H. Manning 30 (B.M. Mehl, 1921); (6) J. Ten Eyck 
1010 (B. Max Mehl, 1922); (7) F.R. Alvord 154 (S.H. Chapman, 1924); 

(8) Dr. D. W. Valentine 524 (T. L. Elder, 1927); (9) Gen. W.C. McCaw 
2152 CT. L. Elder, 1930); (10) T. L. Elder 2117 (Jan. , 1936); (11) T. L. 
Elder 2891 (Jan., 1936); (12)T.L. Elder 2551 (Jan., 1937); (13)S. H. 
McVitty 30 (B . M . Mehl, 1 938); (14) B . Bluestone 1 632 (April 29, 1 943); 

(15) World’s Greatest Coll. 371 (Num. Gal., 1945); (16) W.W. Neil 2251 
(B.M. Mehl, 1947); (1 7) B . M . Mehl 36 (1 1 4th sale, 1951); (18) J. Pawling 
106 (NN 39th sale, 1952); (19) F. Baldenhofer 102 (Stack's, 1955); (20) M, 

A. Holmes 1314 (Stack’s, 1960); (21) J. Brobston (Stack’s, 1963), a one- 
sided proof; (22) Million Dollar Auction 15 (Fed. Brand, 1963); (23) W. Van 
Roden 137 (Stack’s, 1968); (24) Helfenstein-Judd 132 (L. Merkin, March, 

1968) ; (25) L. Merkin 75 (Sept., 1968); (26) R. L. Miles, Jr. 35 (Stack’s, 

1969) ; (27) Million Dollar Sale 798 (Harmer, Rooke, 1969); (28) A. R. Turini 
240 (Stack’s, 1972); (29) Terrell Coll. 109 (Am. Auct. Ass’n, 1973). 

Lester Merkin ’s September, 1968 catalogue said that the variety is not 
known to exist in full brilliance. Harmer, Rooke ’s catalogue for its 1969 
Million Dollar Sale said "but a single grade 65-coin known to exist" . 

The obverse die in its early state is unbroken and always shows a recut 
12th star (on the right). Tf>e later state of this die shows that the 12th star 
developed a break to a dentil . Gilbert erroneously said that the break was 
from the 2nd star on the left, instead of on the right. The cataloguers’ notes 
do not suggest Gilbert’s finding of a bisecting crack from left to right, passing 
through the hair. 

TPie early state of the reverse die is the same as the late state of the 
G-2 reverse - that is, it shows a recutting of the letters of HALF CENT, 
except C. As the die is further used, clash marks are seen through the inside 
berry, extending from the leaf on the left to the leaf on the right . 

1825 G-2, CMM #1 


Uncirculated grades ; (1) F.R. Alvord 157 (S . H . Chapman, 1924); 

(2) T. L. Elder 2162 (April 11 , 1925); (3) Gen. W.C. McCaw 2152 (T. L. 
Elder, 1930); (4) 1 946 ANA Convention sale 1389 (Num. Gal.); (5) B. M. 
Mehl 37 (114th sale, 1951); (6) Kresiberg and Schulman 864 (Feb., 1960); 

(7) L. G. Lahrman 112 (A. Kosoff, 1963) MS60. 

AU grades ; (8) T. L. Elder 2892 (Jan., 1936); (9) 1 946 ANA Convention 
sale 1389 (Num. Gal.). 


- 157 - 


EF grades: (10) R. Hewitt and B.C. Bartlett 1175 (T. L. Elder, 1918); 
(11) S . H . McVitty 31 (B. M. Mehl, 1938); (12) B. Bluestone 1633 (April 29, 
1943); (13) C. M. Williams 734 (Num. Gal., 1950) EF40; (14) NN 56th Sale 
447 (1962) 40/45; (15) J. Brobston (Stack's, 1963); (1 6) L . Merkin 121 
(March, 1967); (17) W. Van Roden 138 (Stack's, 1968) cleaned; (18) A. R. 
Turini 242 (Stack's, 1972), cleaned and recolored. 

The catalogue for the NN 56th Sale (1962) gives the Condition Census as 
00-60-50-40-40-35 . The nearly bisecting vertical obverse die break is rare . 
In the Lahrman catalogue (1963), it was said that four or five were known. 

The early obverse die state shows a perfect die. At some time during 
its use, the stars on the left start to weaken, and rusting around RT develops 
(Merkin sale of March, 1967). This might be considered the intermediate 
state. The final state of the die shows a vertical, nearly bisecting, break 
from the rim above the head, down through the head, ending at the lowest curl. 
In addition, the 1st, 2nd, 5th, and 6th stars on the left have been recut to 
strengthen them (NN 56th sale, 1962, lot 448; Kahrman; and Elder's sale of 
April 11, 1 925) . 

The reverse die state does not appear to change during its use in this 
mating, except that at the very end all the letters of HALF CENT , except C, 
are recut. 


1 826 G-1 , CMM #1 

Uncirculated grades: (1) Dr. G. P. French 380 (U.S. Coin Co., 1917); 
(2) Dr.G. French 381 (U.S, Coin Co., 1917); (3) A. W. Jackman 881 (H . 
Chapman, 1918); (4) W. Sleicher 1209 (S . H. Chapman, 1919); (5) J . H . 
Manning 31 (B . M. Mehl, 1921); (6) F. R. Alvord 161 (S . H . Chapman, 1924); 
(7) Gen. W. D. McCaw 2153 (T. L. Elder, 1930); (8) W. B. Hale 289 (B.M. 
Mehl, Nov. 28, 1939); (9) T. L. Elder 2551 (Jan., 1937); (13) B. Bluestone 
1634 (April 29, 1943); (14) B. E. Roach 3280 (B.M. Mehl, 1944); (15) B. 
Bluestone 12 (86th Sale, 1945); (16) World's Greatest Coll. 373 (Num. Gal., 
1945); (17) 1 946 ANA Convention sale 1390 (Num. Gal.); (18) W. W. Neil 
2254 (B. M. Mehl, 1947); (19) B.M. Mehl 38 (114th sale, 1951); (20) Davis- 
Graves 106 (Stack's, 1954); (21) 1955 MANA Convention sale 40 (Assoc. Coin 
Auct.); (22) M. A. Holmes 1316 (Stack's, 1960); (23) M. A. Holmes 1317 
(Stack's, 1960); (24) J. Brobston (Stack's, 1963); (25) S.W. Wolfson 18 
(Stack's, 1963); (26) L. Merkin 122 (March, 1967); (27) Helfenstein-Judd 134 
(L . Merkin, March, 1968); (28) W, Van Roden 139 (Stack's, 1968); (29) R, L. 
Miles, Jr. 36 (Stack's, 1969); (30) Million Dollar Sale 799 (Harmer, Rooke, 
1969); (31) 1971 ANA Conv. Sale 511 (Stack's); (32) G. V. Nelson 15 (Stack's, 
Feb. 5, 1971); (33) F. H. Masters, Jr. 13 RARCOA, 1971); (34) R . Marks 121 
(Amer. Auct. Assn., 1972); (35) Durham Sale 81 (Superiof, 1973); (36) 
Terrell Sale 10 (Amer. Auct. Assn., 1973); (37) 1973 Fla. United Num. Conv. 
sale 1075 (RARCOA); (38) Stack's 1059 (Jan. -Feb., 1974); (39) Dr. C. L. 
Ruby 273 (Superior, Part I, Feb., 1974). 
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Not only are Mint State specimens common, but there are many 
especially sharp, proof-like examples. However, uneven strikes are also 
seen, where the reverse is weak in places (Anderson-Dupont 1111 , Stack’s, 
1954; and NN 61st Sale 119). The Ruby catalogue. Part I, mentions the 
existence of criss-cross scratches not only to the right of the date but also 
over the head. The fading of these scratches is one indication of the die state. 

The early obverse die state shows sharp criss-cross scratches aind a 
perfect die. As the die is used, a crack appears from the point of the bust 
through the 1st, 2nd, eund 3rd stars on the left. Next, a crack is seen from 
L of LIBERTY to the head. In the late state, the last mentioned crack has 
reached the rim over L . The break through the stars has reached the 4th 
star on the left. A bisecting break has appeared from the bridge of the nose, 
through the lower locks, to the rim below the 13th star. Also, there is a 
break from the border left of the 8th star, through the back hair, to Y of 
LIBERTY. 

Tfie early reverse state shows a perfect die, with the letters E, R, 
and C of AMERICA always recut. The intermediate state shows the start of 
a break from the left ribbon end to U of UNITED . There also seems to be a 
rust pit on the left, and to the bottom, of the first S in STATES . In the late 
state, the break from the left ribbon end is more pronounced. 

1826 G-2, CMM #2 

Uncirculated grades ; (1) W. Sleicher 1211 (S.H. Chapman, 1919); 

(2) F.R. Alvord 162 (S. H. Chapman, 1924); (3) T. L. Elder 1986 (April, 
1928); (4) Gen. W. D. McCaw 2154 (T. L. Elder, 1930); (5) B. Bluestone 
1635 (April 29, 1943); (6) B. Bluestone 13 (86th Sale, 1945); (7) G. O. 

Walton 68 (Stack's, 1963); (8) A. R. Turini 246 (Stack’s, 1972), 

AU grades; (9) W.W. Neil 2255 (B.M. Mehl, 1947). 

EF grades ; (10) W. B. Guy 941 (H . Chapmcin, 1911) two-star break, 
and pencil notation "Ryder" in ANS copy of this catalogue; (11) Anderson- 
Dupont 1112 (Stack's, 1954) EF40; (12) J. Brobston (Stack’s, 1969); (13) L. 
Merkin 76 (Sept., 1968). 

VF grades; (14) W. B. Hale 290 (B.M. Mehl, 1939); (15) NN 56th 
Sale 449 (1962) VF20; (1^ J. Brobston, second specimen with two-star 
break (Stack’s, 1963); (17) Helfenstein-Judd 135 (L. Merkin, March, 1968); 
(18) Dr. C. L. Ruby 274 (Superior, Part I, 1974). 

Gilbert suggests that the reverse of this variety was first used to 
strike the 1828 G-2. If this is so, the 1826 G-2 die state should begin where 
1828 G-2 ended, that is, with a crack connecting E of CENT and A of HALF. 
Unfortunately, the catalogut^rs have shed no light on this . My own observa- 
tion of a number of reverses of 1 826 G-2 fails to show that break, which would 
seem to indicate that the reverse die was first used with the 1826 obverse. 

For the time being, therefore, I am reserving judgment about the reverse die 
states for this variety. 
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The obverse die states are feirly clear. The early state shows a 
perfect die. The bottom of the 6 on the lower right side seems recut, and the 
1 3th star is repunched . At the end of its life , the die breaks out at the rim 
and insAJlves the 4th and 5th stars (W. B. Guy and the Brobston VF). The die 
W 61 S retired immediately after that break. 

The Alvord coin was said to be sharply struck, the Anderson-Dupont 
not well struck up on the reverse, and the Helfenstein-Judd unevenly struck. 
The Ruby catalogue says that a "blunt" strike is usual. 

The NN 56th Sale (1 962) catalogue said that a VF30 coin figures in the 
Condition Census . 

(To be continued.) 


AMERICAN HALF CENTS 

the 

"Little Half Sisters" 

"The standard reference on U . S . Half Cents . " 

PENNY-WISE 3/15/72 

The interesting story of these "half sisters" of the large cent, with new 
material and interpretations from data in The National Archives . 

Fully illustrated with 1 92 photographs of all known varieties and the 
more well-known die states . 

Quick, easy and positive identification of the ninety-six known varieties. 

All members of the EAC should have a copy. There are many rare 
vcirieties that are worth fhom two to eight times catalogue. 

Regular price $15.00. 

Special to EAC members (10% off) $13.50 postpaid. 

Order your copy from; 

Roger S . Cohen , Jr . , EAC #1 88 
4720 Montgomery Lane 
Bethesda, Maryland 20014 
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SWAPS & SALES 


DARWIN PALMER 2807 Knight Robin San Antonio, TX 78209 

WANTED: Silversmiths' counterstamps on large cents. 

Names or letters - any condition . 


ROBERT W. MILLER P. O. Box 482 Saddle Brook, N. J. 07662 

WANTED: I desire to trade 1799-1814 cents, most varieties, 

for double-struck cents . 

3|cic%:ie%:ie^4c:|c^3)c^]ic 


BRUCE HARRIS P. O. Box 215 Lumberton, N. C. 28358 


LA>RGE CENTS FOR SALE: 


1795 S-76b 

1796 S-116 

1797 S-121b 

1798 S-153 


1798 S-187 

1801 S-223 

1802 S-233 
1804 S-266 

1802 S-241 


Fair 2 $5. 

VG sharpness, but rough! About G4 overall. R6- $85. 

VG8 overall. Lot 463, Ruby I $50. 

VG10-F12 overall. Massive rim break at point of bust. 
Lot 1796, ANA Downing sale. Ex Doug Smith, Chuck 
Furjanic $75. 

G6 Lot 1 75, Ruby III $12. 

G4 $8. 

G5 Lot 397, Jess Peters sale (Jan. 9-12, 1975) $15. 

Fair 2 Weak date. Nice color. Has C/S "2" on rev. 

Heavy obv. and rev. breaks ANACS certificate $125. 
G4 $10. 


Auction catalogue: 1949 ANA, featuring Floyd T. Starr collection 

of 1 81 6 - 1857 cents. Numismatic Gallery. With Prices 
Realized. $7.50 


THCMAS S. KATMAN S307 Phillips Road Warminster, Penna. 18974 

WANTED TG BUY: Auction catalogues relevant to half cent sales 

such as Alvord, Comm. W. C. Eaton, W. W. Neil, C« M. 
Williams, Anderson Dupont II, and H. Ryder. 

Also want to purchase Liberty Cap half cents 1 793 - 1 797. 
Also 1 805 small 5 plus stems , 

4c4E3ic4c!fc:ic:<c^i)c4;4c:|c4t 


WARREN ENZLER 200 West 79th St. , Apt, 3A New York, N.Y. 10024 

WANTED - LA.RGE CENT LITERATURE 

Auction catalogues, monographs, reference works. 

The above material is still urgently needed for the com- 
pletion of my personal library. Kindly advise what you 
have available, 

9|e4e:i::|ci|c:|c4c:|e:K:|c4t4::fc 
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A NICE SELECTION OF EARLY AMERICAN COPPER 


From COIN INVESTMENTS, INC. 


1 . 

1785 

Connecticut cent M.6.2-F.-1 Choice A U 55 

$480. 

2. 

1785 

Vermont cent "Vermontis" Nice 

Fine 

225. 

3. 

1786 

Vermont cent "Baby Head" 

VF 

650. 

4. 

1809 

Half cent G-4, CMM-3 

EF40 

48. 

5. 

1829 

Half cent Full Mint frost. Part, red rec. MS 60+ 

150. 

6. 

1835 

Half cent G-1 , CMM-2 

VF20 

28. 

7. 

1835 

Half cent G~2, CMM-1 Much Mint color AU50 

65. 

8. 

1 850 

Half cent 

VF20 

32. 

9. 

1851 

Half cent 

EF40 

39. 

10. 

1 854 

Half cent Some very It. rev. scrs. 

EF45 

38. 

11 . 

1855 

Half cent 

EF45 

40. 

12. 

1856 

Half cent 

EF40 

40. 

13. 

1857 

Half cent 

VF20 

45. 

Large Cents: 




14. 

1794 

S-22 

"Head of ’93" 

G5 

195. 

15. 

1794 

S-20 

"Head of ’93" Ex Ruby (I) 

VG8 

295. 

16. 

1794 

S-20 

"Head of ’93" Ex Masters 

VG10 

450. 

17. 

1794 

S-21 

Ex French #24 AU50 

1 ,750. 

18. 

1794 

S-22 

Choice brown 

VF30 

595. 

19. 

1794 

S-48 

"Starred reverse" 

VG7 

3,250. 

20. 

1794 

S-49 

Brown, defect free 

VF30 

595. 

21 . 

1794 

S-71 

Unlisted break on reverse 

G4 

49. 

22. 

1796 

S-92 

Minutely porous surfece 

VF30 

225. 

23. 

1797 

S-1 29 


AG3 

45. 

24. 

1798 

S-159 

VF sharpness - poorly cleaned 

70. 

25. 

1798 

S-1 87 


MS 65 

1 ,950. 

26. 

1802 

S-230 

Ex Naftzger sale 

MS 60+ 

1 ,250. 

27. 

1802 

S-231 

Stemless, ex Helfenstein 

MS60 

1,395. 

28. 

1802 

S-241 

Stemless, ex Naftzger 

MS60++ 

2,200. 

29. 

1803 

S-253 

Obv. rim break 

G5 

10. 

30. 

1803 

S-258 


MS 65/60+ 

2,150. 

31 . 

1812 

S-289 


VF30 

1 60. 

32. 

1830 

N-6 

Choice brown 

VF30 

195. 

33. 

1837 

N-10 


AU50+ 

75. 

34. 

1838 

N-8 


MS 60 

125. 

35. 

1839 

N-2 

One of the finest 

MS60+f 

375. 

36. 

1845 

N-9 


MS 60+ 

150. 

37. 

1846 

N-4 


VF30 

12. 

38. 

1846 

N-6 


MS 60+ 

150. 

39. 

1851 



AU50 

35. 

40. 

1853 



AU50 

35. 

41 . 

#4 brushes for copper coins $4.50 each 



Will consider trades for type coins, silver. 

and gold. 



COIN INVESTMENTS, INC. 
725 S. Adams 

Birmingham, Michigan 48011 
(313) 642-5081 
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DARWIN PALMER 


2807 Knight Robin 


San Antonio, TX 78209 


COLLECTORS - DEALERS. HELP! 

I need for Type Set; 

Four reales Santiago Mint - Carolus 1 1 1 1773-89 

Four reales Lima Mint - Ferdinand VI 1752-60 

Four reales Lima Mint - Carolus III 1 760-71 

Lima, Santiago, Guatemala Carlos IV 1789-91 . 

$$ Reward or Finders Fee for Helping me to obtain these! 

(Holed specimens OK) 

DENIS W. LORING P.O, Box 1 61 , Back Bay Annex Boston, Mass, 02117 

IMPORTANT LV^RGE CENT CATALOGUES FOR SALE; 

$5. each; Lahrman, Masters, Fritz (Late Dates), Lucky 13th (1794’s), 
Hillcrest I, Kabealo 5/53, Essex, Bitler. 

$7.50 each; Calvin, Steams, Wallace, Sawicki I, Highes, Sloss, 

Clarke, Ruby I. 

$10. each; Sheraton (ANA ’47), ANA ’54, Holmes, Straus, Deetz II, 

Schwartz 

$15, each; Ryder, Davis-Graves 

$25. each; Library edition of Sloss sale with buyers’ initials inked in, 
original Doughty book. 

Please send some postage on small orders . Other catalogues (of 
more general interest) available - what do you need? 

B. WARREN ENZLER 200 West 79th Street, Apt. 3A New York, N.Y. 10024 

CATALOGUE FOR SALE; W. F. Dunham (Max Me hi) June, 1941 
Over 4,000 lots - ex. fine, with Prices Realized $100. 

TOM MORLEY Box 31 82 Cocoa, Florida 32922 

WANTED TO BUY; 

1 793 Half cent electro - XF or better 
S-30 VF-XF 

1794's - two-tone; brown (light and dark). Fine or better 
Most varieties. (Must be original) 

Original copies of; Maris, Frossard-Hays , EARLY AMERICAN 
CENTS by Sheldon. 

G. M. PATTERSON 1 21 8 Heatherstone Way Sunnyvale, CA 94087 
SELLING 

My collection of 1816-1844 large cent varieties, including many of 
the rare varieties, several condition census pieces, and a few 
pieces 1845-1857. Os/er 300 coins will be sold individually by mail- 
bid. Write me for details and a list. 

y 
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